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Front Cover:  The painting on the front cover is by famous 
Great Lakes artist Greg Tisdale and depicts a typical Tuesday 
night Sundown Series finish in a light northeast breeze.  This 
painting was presented to Com. Mike Krag in grateful 
recognition of his stewardship in shepherding the Club through 
its 50th year.   
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Credo of the Grosse Pointe Sail Club 
 
 
 

To encourage and promote sailing, boating, racing, safe 
navigation and good seamanship; to foster good 

sportsmanship and competition in sail racing; and to 
encourage camaraderie and fraternity among persons 

interested in sailing and boating. 
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THE HISTORY OF THE HISTORY  
 

The History of the Sail Club is largely the history of 
its Commodores.  This book has been, in great part, 
compiled from the written reports generated by the 
Commodores.  When one considers that the Club elects a 
new Commodore every year, but brings in about 10 new 
members each year, one realizes that the odds of a new 
member becoming a Commodore are about one in ten.  
Given normal attrition, the actual odds may be even greater 
than that.  Commodores are nominated based on their active 
involvement in the Club, and thus the Commodores are often 
most involved in the activities of the Club.  Thus, it is logical 
to draw on their experiences to assemble the Club’s history. 

Production of this little volume has been the result of 
a great deal of effort by many members over a long period of 
time.  The major groundwork was done by John Jamieson, 
who hounded the past Commodores for their input to the 
main body of the work.  Due to some recalcitrance on the 
part of the Commodores, John was largely, but not entirely 
successful in that regard.  The Blue Gavel (GPSC Chapter - 
predecessors of the Commodores Council), Andrew Morlan, 
Vicky Colwell and Com. O'Byrne were also instrumental in 
gathering Commodores’ reports.  Some of our past 
Commodores inconveniently passed away without 
committing their thoughts to paper, and we regret losing 
such lore as they might have been able to impart.  The 
assembled work was scanned and digitized by Commodore 
Dennis Cotter, and the process of actually putting the book 
together was started in 2006.  With the able assistance of 
Commodore Olsen, data were gathered to fill out what could 
be found of the organizational charts and awards which are 
presented here.  There are some holes in the record, but 
nevertheless, this book can serve as a valuable reference as 
to who did what and when, as it was intended. 

In going over old correspondence, I came across a 
letter written by Com. Dale Nouse to Com. Bill McCourt on 
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November 20, 1969.  Com. Nouse is reporting the status of 
the first history of the Sail Club.  The letter states, in part: 

 
“We have agreed to meet on a concentrated schedule 

whose aim is to produce a written history in about six to 
eight weeks.” 

  
A little over five years later, the history, written by 

Dorothy Christian and Com. Nouse was ready for 
publication.  It was comforting to find that some things don’t 
change. 

 
We hope you find this work both useful and 

entertaining; it was fun living it and fun writing about it. 
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Preface 
 
 

As we focus on the second quarter century of the 
club, something should be said about the area, rich in history 
in which we are fortunate to have our club. 

Boats proceeding from Lake Saint Clair to the Detroit 
River pass the small communities of Grosse Pointe Shores, 
Grosse Pointe Farms, Grosse Pointe and Grosse Pointe Park. 
Here are several boat basins and yacht clubs. 

The public dock at the head of the river near 
Windmill Point light is our Windmill Point Park. 

One of the bloodiest battles to take place in Michigan 
was fought here with the Indians in 1712, eleven years after 
the founding of Detroit. This was known as the Fox Indian 
Massacre. 

Challenges for superiority are still going on, now 
between competitive sailors, but in a more sportsmanlike 
fashion. 

 



  x 
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THE SECOND TWENTY-FIVE YEARS OF THE 
GROSSE POINTE SAIL CLUB 

 

1974  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
  

Commodore Bernard VanAntwerp 
Vice Commodore Donald Boddy 
Rear Commodore Kenneth Jamieson 
Past Commodore C. Dale Nouse 
Director Victor Baciulis 
Director Robert Curtis 
Director Roger Crawford 
Director Robert Lenhard 

 
OTHER FLAG OFFICERS  

 
Secretary Harry Kimel 
Treasurer Tom Matyniak 
Fleet Captain John Herr 
Fleet Measurer Charles Gadd 

 
COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN  

 
Budget & Finance  Com. Robert Dolson 
Publicity Com. Dale Nouse 
Anchorline Robert Shipton 
Entertainment Robert Lenhard 
Planning Ralph Bower 
Race Richard Warner 
Regatta Harry Masek 
Dock & Supply John LaFleur 
Membership Gary Ertman 
Power Yacht Leonard Klaasen 
Roster Robert Shipton 
DRYA Delegates Com. Harold Stead    
 Com. Norman Rogers 
ILYA Delegates Com. Robert Dolson 
 Floyd Skikiewicz 
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1974 

 
(The following are the concluding paragraphs from the 
History of the Grosse Pointe Sail Club, 1948-1973.  As they 
actually describe the beginning of the second quarter 
century, we thought them an appropriate start to this 
volume.) 
 
By January of 1974, when Commodore Bernard Van 
Antwerp was honored at the Commodore's ball, held at the 
Grosse Pointe Hunt Club, (at which Todd W. Nouse became 
the sixteenth winner of the coveted Thundermug trophy) the 
club's worth - under the leadership of Commodore Nouse -
had again jumped…from $12,140 to $13,426.   
 
At the end of its first quarter century, the club was very 
solvent, very solid and very successful - by every known, 
standard.  
 
But perhaps more than anything else, 1973 and the first 
quarter century of the club's vigorous life were symbolized 
by the election of the beloved C. Jay Deeds as Commodore 
of the Detroit River Yachting Association. 
 
In the January 13, 1974, editions of The Detroit News, as 
part of a story captioned, "What's Right with Detroit?” there 
appeared a list of 10 favorite things. The second one listed 
was, "Sailboat racing on Lake St. Clair". 
 
And, as being such an integral part of that favorite pursuit, 
the Grosse Pointe Sail Club – beginning its second quarter 
century in a year that saw the United States plagued by an 
energy shortage that appeared to threaten its way of life – 
might observe: 
 
“There’ll always be a breeze… and thither goest the Grosse 
Pointe Sail Club.” 
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OTHER NOTEWORTHY EVENTS THAT 
TOOK PLACE IN 1974 

 
On April 3 & 4, a series of 148 twisters comprised the deadly 
1974 super tornado outbreak that struck 13 states in the East, 
South and Midwest.  Before it was over 330 died and 5484 
were injured in a damage path covering more than 2500 
miles. It was the worst tornado outbreak in U.S. history. 
 
President Nixon resigned as a result of the Watergate scandal 
and was succeeded by V.P. Gerald Ford. 
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1975  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
  

Commodore Donald Boddy 
Vice Commodore Kenneth Jamieson 
Rear Commodore Ralph Bower 
Past Commodore Bernard Van Antwerp 
Director Leonard Klaasen 
Director Robert Lenhard 
Director Harry Masek 
Director Thomas Matyniak 

 
OTHER FLAG OFFICERS  

 
Secretary Harry Masek 
Treasurer Thomas Matyniak 
Fleet Captain Com. Harold Stead 
Fleet Measurer Charles Gadd 

 
COMMITTEES  

 
Anchorline Jerry Glinski 
Budget & Finance  Edward Christian 
Dock & Supply John Baetz 
Entertainment Michael Scott 
Junior Program Com. B. Van Antwerp 
Membership Gary Ertman 
Planning Vic Baciulis 
Power Yacht Com. Jay Deeds 
Publicity Com. Dale Nouse 
Race Larry Rotta 
Regatta Robert Stearns 
Roster Robert Curtis 
DRYA Delegates Com. Norman Rogers 
 Com. Dale Nouse 
ILYA Delegates Floyd Skikiewicz 
 Dan Hazebrook 
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Commodore Don Boddy, an energetic and outgoing 
man took the helm of the Club in 1975. Foremost on his 
agenda was the objective to secure a permanent office in the 
main building of the Windmill Pointe Park which was known 
at that time simply as the bath house. To present this request 
to the Grosse Pointe Park City Council he appointed Robert 
Curtis, a skillful negotiator. Up to this point the club kept the 
race gear in a closet in the building adjacent to the tennis 
court. 

Finally Robert Curtis brought the good news that the 
city council had approved our request and would allow us to 
rent office space in what is now known as the Tompkins 
Center, with additional space in the upper level for the race 
equipment. This was indeed a high point in the club history. 

The 1975 Grosse Pointe Sail Club Regatta will also 
be recorded as one of the most hair raising as the following 
article in the Detroit News will bear witness: 

����������	�
��	�������
		�
By GEORGE VAN 

 News Special Writer 
 Sixteen sailboats 

capsized or were swamped 
Saturday as one of the most 
violent summer storms in 
years struck the 275-boat 
fleet, the largest turnout of 
the season racing in the 
Grosse, Pointe Sail Club's 
annual regatta on Lake St. 
Clair. 

   No fatalities or 
serious injuries were 
reported. 

   Fifty of the 95 
starters on the small boat 
course failed to finish in 
winds which hit 50 miles 
per hour on and off for 
about an hour. 

  "'It was the hardest 
wind I ever ran into," said 
Bob Cowles, a 20-year 
veteran in small boat 
racing at the Detroit Yacht 

Club. 
Cowles, sailing with 

Hubert Wietche as his 
crew, won the Flying Scot 
race but his 19-footer was 
blown over, even after he 
had lowered his sail. 

An Etchell’s 22, 
skippered by Inga Krieger 
of North Star Sail Club, 
was swamped 500 feet 
from the finish while 
carrying both sails. The 
crew of three was rescued 
by the Coast Guard.     The 
Etchells, a new racing class 
in this area sank in 25 feet 
of water and only the top 
of her spar and mainsail 
were showing. 

 Vivian Perry and the 
Flying Scot crew of Robin 
Roger and Terry Tilton 
were in the water for more 
than a half hour before 
being rescued. 

Lynn Adams and 

Carole Hubbard had a 
trying day in their Flying 
Scot. After ramming John 
Sauer's Cal 20, their boat 
capsized during the storm 
on the way home. They 
were able to right their boat 
and pulled into Grayhaven 
near the Bayview Yacht 
Club. 

To add to the day's 
trials, the third, mark, 
known as the D mark was 
missing on the big boat 
18.5-mile course. Sassy, 
Dutch Schmidt's 61-footer 
leading the fleet, lost 25 
minutes hunting for the 
buoy according to her 
crew. 

Jay Deeds, in his 
patrol boat, Septet, 
signaled Sassy to head for 
the finish. Deeds then put 
down a new mark for the 
rest of the fleet. 
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OTHER NOTEWORTHY EVENTS THAT 
TOOK PLACE IN 1975 

 

Communist forces overrun South Vietnam; U.S. engages in 
immediate evacuation of troops, civilians, and refugees; 
communists seize Saigon, and U.S. ends two decades of 
military involvement in the Vietnam War.  Microsoft is 
founded by Bill Gates and Paul Allen. 

 

 
 

Grosse Pointe Park Mayor Matthew Patterson 
joins into the fun with Mary Jamieson at the start 
of the race season. Com. Ken Jamieson (back to 
camera) attends to duties. 
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1976  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
  

Commodore Kenneth Jamieson 
Vice Commodore Ralph Bower 
Rear Commodore Robert Lenhard 
Past Commodore Donald Boddy 
Director Harry Masek 
Director Tom Matiniak 
Director Orville Sherwood 
Director Jerry Glinski 

 
OTHER FLAG OFFICERS  

 
Secretary Robert Stearns 
Treasurer Edward Christian 
Fleet Captain Victor Baciulis 
Fleet Measurer Floyd Skikiewicz 

 
COMMITTEES  

 
Anchorline Jerry Glinski 
Budget & Finance  Com. Donald Boddy 
Cruise Harry Masek 
Dock & Supply James Douglas 
Entertainment Hugh Drum 
Junior Program Com. B. Van Antwerp 
Membership Gary Ertman 
Office Management Robert Curtis 
Planning Harry Kimel 
Power Yacht Com. C. J. Deeds 
Printing Orville Sherwood 
Publicity Com. Dale Nouse 
Race John Brennan 
Regatta John Stevens 
Roster George Gardner 
DRYA Delegates Com. Norman Rogers 
 Com. Dale Nouse 
ILYA Delegates Floyd Skikiewicz 
 Larry Rotta 
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The great bi-centennial year of 1976 started with 

much patriotic fervor and celebration across the land. It was 
most fortuitous that Com. Jamieson had become an 
American citizen a few years prior to this very special year 
and was able to proudly represent the club. Since 1976 was 
the country's 200th anniversary he arranged to have the 1st 
Michigan Fife & Drum Corps as an Honor Guard for 
arriving Commodores at the ball. 

In addition to all the remarkable things that happened 
in 1976 it also broke the record for the coldest day of the 
century: on Jan 18th the temperature plunged to 18° below 
zero. 

Of interest to the members of the club, New York 
hosted the tall ship regatta in which 225 ships of every kind 
representing 31 nations participated. The tall ship Christian 
Radich later sailed into the Great Lakes and docked at 
Detroit, delighting the crowds. The Commodores of the 
D.R.Y.A. clubs were invited to a cocktail party aboard the 
ship. 

During the year it was decided to gather photos of all 
past Commodores of the G.P.S.C. and organize a picture 
gallery within a large frame. Com. Jamieson accepted this 
responsibility and has continued it ever since. 

During this period the new office was equipped with 
a desk and file cabinets, also a stove and refrigerator were 
added to the small kitchen. This new facility proved to be a 
great asset in the operation of the Club. 

Past Com. Boddy donated a brass plaque with the 
inscription “Grosse Pointe Sail Club” which was with 
considerable pride and fanfare secured to the wall beside the 
office door. 
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Mary Jamieson aboard the Christian Radich 
 
 
 
OTHER NOTEWORTHY EVENTS THAT 

TOOK PLACE IN 1976 
 
 
Israeli airborne commandos rescue 103 hostages held 

at Entebbe airport, Uganda by 7 pro-Palestinian hijackers of 
an Air France jetliner. 31 persons die in the raid.  Jimmy 
Carter elected president.  Episcopal Church approves 
ordination of women priests.  College drop-outs Stephen 
Wozniak and Steven Jobs founded Apple Computer in a 
garage. 
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1977  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
  

Commodore Ralph W. Bower 
Vice Commodore Robert Lenhard 
Rear Commodore Thomas Matyniak 
Past Commodore Kenneth Jamieson 
Director  
Director  
Director  
Director  

 
OTHER FLAG OFFICERS  

 
Secretary  
Treasurer  
Fleet Captain  
Fleet Measurer  

 
COMMITTEES  

 
Anchorline  
Budget & Finance   
Dock & Supply  
Entertainment  
Membership  
Planning  
Power Yacht  
Publicity  
Race  
Regatta  
Roster  
DRYA Delegates  
  
ILYA Delegates  
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OTHER NOTEWORTHY EVENTS THAT 

TOOK PLACE IN 1977 

 

The world's last-known case of smallpox appears in 
Somalia, and the disease is considered eradicated when it 
does not appear for two more years.  Elvis dies. 
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1978  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
  

Commodore Robert Lenhard 
Vice Commodore Thomas Matyniak 
Rear Commodore Harry Masek 
Past Commodore Ralph Bower 
Director Eugene Mathivet 
Director Victor Baciulis 
Director Robert Stearns  
Director Michael Scott  

 
OTHER FLAG OFFICERS  

 
Secretary Gary Ertman 
Treasurer W. Edward Christian 
Fleet Captain Floyd Skikiewicz 
Fleet Measurer Herbert Edlund 

 
COMMITTEES  

 
Anchorline Anthony Sperling 
Budget & Finance  Com. Donald Boddy 
Dock & Supply James Douglas 
Entertainment Thomas Wallace 
Junior Program Gary Ertman 
Membership Orville Sherwood 
Office Management Mike Scott 
Planning Com. Ken Kurtz 
Power Yacht Al McKay 
Publicity Robert Curtis 
Race Robert Stearns 
 Charles Weitzel 
Regatta Harry Kimel 
Roster George Johnson 
DRYA Delegates Com. Norman Rogers 
ILYA Delegates Com. Norman Rogers 
 Com. Harold Stead 
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Bob Lenhard (left) and Tom Matyniak engage in mock 
combat for the hand of a fair maiden (Carol Matyniak?) at 
the Metro Beach Rendezvous. 
 
 
 

 
OTHER NOTEWORTHY EVENTS THAT 

TOOK PLACE IN 1978 
 

Jim Jones and over 900 followers die in a mass suicide in 
Jonestown, Guyana.  Coca-Cola signs a deal to have 
exclusive selling rights in China, while Pepsi-Cola has a 
similar arrangement in the U.S.S.R. 
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1979  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
  

Commodore Thomas Matyniak 
Vice Commodore Harry Masek 
Rear Commodore Robert Stearns 
Past Commodore Robert Lenhard 
Director  
Director  
Director  
Director  

 
OTHER FLAG OFFICERS  

 
Secretary  
Treasurer  
Fleet Captain  
Fleet Measurer  
Fleet Surgeon  

 
COMMITTEES  

 
Anchorline  
Awards  
Budget & Finance   
Charter and By-Laws  
Dock & Supply  
Dry Dock  
Entertainment  
Membership  
Office Manager  
Publicity   
Race  
Regatta  
Roster  
DRYA Delegates  
ILYA Delegate  
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Worldwide leadership in 1979 included Jimmy Carter 

in the White House, Leonid Brezhnev in the Kremlin and 
Tom Matyniak as Commodore of the Grosse Pointe Sail 
Club. Tom was ably assisted by Harry Masek in his Vice 
position and Bob Stearns bringing up the Rear. 

Each year the new Commodore needs lots of help to 
learn the job and run the Club. The 1979 board and officers 
came through as usual and did a fantastic job. Maybe the 
most help came from Past Commodore Bob Lenhard and his 
mischievous wife Terry. 

Bob and Terry had become masters at attending all of 
the Commodores' Balls of the other DRYA Clubs. Without 
their help, tutelage, and inspiration, my wife Carol and I 
would probably not have known how to perform this 
important function. I also know I would probably never have 
become Commodore without Terry Lenhard's inspirational 
string of letters, which she sent with tips on how to run the 
campaign for Rear Commodore in 1976. 

The year's opening event, the Commodore's Ball was 
held at the Lochmoor Club. While the party was great, 
Mother Nature provided an extra challenge in the form of an 
ice storm. There were some suggestions to hold a hockey 
match in the parking lot, but most of the visiting 
Commodores and GPSC members were content with 
dancing. 

The Regatta in July saw a beautiful, warm, crystal 
clear Great Lakes day. However, a Lake Saint Clair high 
developed over our lake and the wind speed dropped to 
almost zero by race time. The race was slow but a shortened 
course finally brought the sailors home. 

The GPSC Commodore had a mixed emotional 
experience standing on the Committee boat. I was told that 
the duties as Commodore dictated that I be on the committee 
and not racing my sailboat. I watched as my crew started my 
boat at the port end of the line on port tack and cross in front 
of the whole class without getting hit. After that great and 
daring start I should have probably given them the boat and 
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stayed on the Committee for the rest of my sailing career. 
The Bayview Yacht Club invited the entire GPSC to 

a hot dog and beer party on the Bayview dock in September 
to thank us for holding another great Tuesday night race 
series. The event was marred somewhat when someone 
turned on the Bayview boat elevator, where many of the 
attendees were standing and sitting. Not many noticed the 
elevator was moving until the water started to lap their shoes. 

The Lobster Roast in the fall was memorable as 
usual. Soon to be part of the GPSC Commodore circle, Boyd 
Schmidlin out did himself with his secret recipe for clam 
chowder. The Commodore was asked at the event to restrain 
one of the members. It seemed the member (a medical 
professional) was passing around a medical book with 
photos of people with certain questionable physical oddities. 
The member was also asked to stop throwing baked potatoes 
at other tables. 

All in all both the Commodore and the Club survived 
the year. 

 
It was great! 
 
Com. Tom Matyniak 
 
 
 

 
OTHER NOTEWORTHY EVENTS THAT 

TOOK PLACE IN 1979: 
 
“Students” in Iran raid the US embassy and take hostages on 
November 4, 1979, releasing some but detaining 52. 
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1980  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
  

Commodore Harry Masek 
Vice Commodore Robert Stearns 
Rear Commodore Robert Curtis 
Past Commodore Thomas Matyniak 
Director Lawrence Cotter 
Director Herbert Edlund 
Director Harry Kimel 
Director Orville Sherwood 

 
OTHER FLAG OFFICERS  

 
Secretary Lawrence Cotter 
Treasurer W. Edward Christian 
Fleet Captain Cormac O’Byrne 
Fleet Measurer Albert Mckay 

 
COMMITTEES  

 
Anchorline Dale Steiger 
Budget & Finance  Com. Donald Boddy 
Charter & By-Laws Harry Kimel 
Dock & Supply James Douglas 
Dry Dock Herbert Edlund 
Entertainment Boyd Schmidlin 
Membership Orville Sherwood 
Office Management Dennis Cotter 
Race Gene Fisher 
Regatta Tom Gibney 
Roster Anthony Sperling 
DRYA Delegates Com. Norm Rogers 
 Com. Thomas Matyniak 
ILYA Delegate Com. Bernard VanAntwerp 
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Tom Matyniak (left) congratulates Harry Masek upon his 
safe arrival at the Rendezvous at Metro Beach. 

 

 

OTHER NOTEWORTHY EVENTS THAT 

TOOK PLACE IN 1980 

 
Mount St. Helens volcano in Washington State erupts and 
causes widespread destruction. 
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1981  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
  

Commodore Robert Stearns 
Vice Commodore Robert Curtis 
Rear Commodore Orville Sherwood 
Past Commodore Harry Masek 
Director  
Director  
Director  
Director  

 
OTHER FLAG OFFICERS  

 
Secretary Anthony Sperling 
Treasurer W. Edward Christian 
Assistant Treasurer Cormac O’Byrne 
Fleet Captain Dr. Albert McKay 
Fleet Measurer  
Fleet Surgeon  
Fleet Chaplain  

 
COMMITTEES  

 
Anchorline  
Budget & Finance   
Charter and By-Laws  
Dock & Supply  
Entertainment  
Membership  
Planning  
Power Yacht  
Publicity   
Race Boyd Schmidlin 
Regatta Eugene Fisher 
 Assistant  
Roster  
DRYA Delegates  
  
ILYA Delegate  



  20 

 
 

Bob Stearns became Commodore in 1981.  Bob had 
served the Club in numerous capacities prior to his election, 
serving as Regatta Chair, Secretary and Director of the Club 
over the years prior.  He was a kind, good humored and 
energetic leader.  Bob worked for Chrysler as an engineer, 
and in the late 1970’s and early 1980’s Chrysler was going 
through some tough times.  At a Board meeting at Bob’s 
house one night in late 1981, I informed Bob that I had just 
bought a Chrysler LeBaron and was pleased with the car.  
Bob was so excited to hear the news he grabbed me and 
kissed me right on the lips.  Yuckk!  I told him that if that 
was the way he was going to treat his customers, I would 
never buy another Chrysler again.  We had a great laugh.  I 
continued to enjoy Bob’s friendship and that Chrysler and 
several other Chryslers since. 

 
OTHER NOTEWORTHY EVENTS THAT 

TOOK PLACE IN 1981: 
 

January 20, 1981, 52 American hostages are released on the 
day of inauguration of Ronald Reagan, ending 444 days of 
captivity. 
 
U.S. Space Shuttle Columbia makes its first voyage. 
 
Chariots of Fire wins Academy Award for Best Picture. 
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1982  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
  

Commodore Robert Curtis 
Vice Commodore Orville Sherwood 
Rear Commodore Boyd Schmidlin 
Past Commodore Robert Stearns 
Director Thomas Gibney 
Director Albert McKay 
Director Victor Baciulis 
Director Cormac O'Byrne 

 
OTHER FLAG OFFICERS  

 
Secretary Dale Steiger 
Treasurer W. Edward Christian 

Cormac O'Byrne 
Fleet Captain Harry Kimel 

 
COMMITTEES  

 
Anchorline Kathleen Schulte 

Terry Lenhard 
Budget & Finance  Com. Donald Boddy 
Charter & By-laws Harry Kimel 
Dock & Supply James Douglas 
Dry Dock Don Pollock 
Entertainment James Grogan 
Membership John Dinka 
Office Manager Len Fasulo 
Race Dennis Cotter 
Regatta Anthony Nelson 
Roster Donna Boddy 
DRYA Delegates Com. Thomas Matyniak 
 Com. Norman Rogers 
ILYA Delegates Com. Bernard Van Antwerp 
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Commodore Bob Curtis (L) presents a participation award at 
the Metro Rendezvous held in September. 
 

OTHER NOTEWORTHY EVENTS THAT 
TOOK PLACE IN 1982 

 
First totally artificial heart is implanted by Dr. William De 
Viric in the chest of Barney Clark at the University of Utah 
Medical Center 
 
Falkland war begins between Britain and Argentina. 
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1983  
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
  

Commodore Orville F. Sherwood 
Vice Commodore Boyd T. Schmidlin 
Rear Commodore Lawrence G. Cotter 
Past Commodore Robert E. Curtis 
Director Dennis Cotter 
Director E. Thomas Gibney 
Director Albert P. McKay 
Director Dale L. Steiger 

 
OTHER FLAG OFFICERS  

 
Secretary Dale L. Steiger 
Treasurer W. Edward Christian 

Cormac M. O'Byrne 
Fleet Captain Fleet Captain 
Fleet Surgeon Paul A. Kvale 
Fleet Chaplain James R. McCallum 

 
COMMITTEES  

 
Anchorline Becky Fasulo 
Budget & Finance  Com. Donald Boddy 
Charter and By-Laws Anthony A. Sperling 
Dock and Supply James C. Douglas 
Dry Dock Leonard A. Fasulo 
EDP David C. Wetzel 
Entertainment Anthony Nelson 

James Rosasco 
Hospitality Terry Lenhard 
Membership John T. Dinka 
Race Dennis Cotter 

Chuck Latham 
Regatta James Grogan 

Donald E. Pollack 
Roster Ann Lawson 
DRYA Delegates Com. Thomas J. Matyniak 
 Com. Norman T. Rogers 
 Daniel A. Schaitberger 
ILYA Delegates Gary Ertman 
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Com. Sherwood appointed Dave Wetzel the 

Electronic Data Processing Chairman. This enabled the Club 
to computerize the roster and provide mailing labels.  This 
entry into the digital world freed us from the ink-stained and 
cuss-word filled sessions with the old Gestetner which had 
occupied a corner of the old office for many years.  The 
inefficient Gestetner machine was given an unceremonious 
burial, presided over by Com Lawrence G. Cotter.  Its 
presence has not been missed. 

Com. Orville Sherwood presented the club with the 
Ladies Challenge Cup, awarded to the winner of the Club’s 
Annual Ladies Race. 

Commodore Sherwood was also instrumental in 
gaining recognition for the Grosse Pointe Sail Club in the 
Register of American Yacht Clubs.  Through his efforts, the 
Sail Club became a member of the Yachting Club of 
America, publisher of the Register.  As a result, our members 
have enjoyed the privileges of the clubhouses of many other 
yacht clubs which are also members of this distinguished 
organization of yacht clubs. 

Orv Sherwood will be most remembered for his 
eloquent speeches.  Carefully crafted works of art they were, 
with elegant flowing prose, rich with classical references, 
and designed to delight the listener with Orv’s enormous 
vocabulary and wonderful command of the language.  These 
were not off-the-cuff extemporaneous remarks, but 
painstakingly constructed works that should have been 
preserved for the ages.  Sadly, Commodore Sherwood did 
not pass on his notes to the secretary or historian, and we do 
not have records today that could give posterity an idea of 
the range and extent of language that was at Orv’s command.  
As the thunderous applause would slowly die down, the 
listener was left with a single thought: “I wish I could do 
that!”  
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Jeannette and Orville Sherwood enjoy an afternoon of racing 
as spectators.  The occasion is the DRYA Commodores Club 
gathering at Edison Boat Club. 
 

OTHER NOTEWORTHY EVENTS THAT 
TOOK PLACE IN 1983 

 
Sally Ride is the first American woman in space during 
second flight of the Space Shuttle Challenger. 
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1984  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
  

Commodore Boyd T. Schmidlin 
Vice Commodore Lawrence G. Cotter 
Rear Commodore Cormac O’Byrne 
Past Commodore Orville F. Sherwood 
Director Dennis Cotter 
Director Leonard A. Fasulo 
Director James Grogan 
Director Dale L. Steiger 

 
OTHER FLAG OFFICERS  

 
Secretary Ronald C. Morketter 
Treasurer W. Edward Christian 

Bradley V. Bell 
Fleet Captain Albert P. McKay 
Fleet Measurer John Stevens 
Fleet Surgeon Xavier P. Burgoyne 
Flag Lieutenant Anthony A. Sperling 
Sergeant at Arms Thomas Wallace 
Fleet Chaplain E. Thomas Gibney 

 
COMMITTEES  

 
Anchorline Gordon E. Morlan 
Awards John Dinka 
Budget & Finance  James Grogan 
Charter and By-Laws Anthony A. Sperling 
Circulation Robert H. Schappe, M.D. 
Dock & Supply Leonard A. Fasulo 
Dry Dock Nicholas P. Piccione 
Entertainment John G. Downs 

Thomas Eurich 
EDP David C. Wetzel 
Hospitality James Rosasco 

Ouida Dean 
Membership Leonard A. Fasulo 
Office Manager John E. Fox 
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Race Charles K. Latham 

Edward J. Olsen 
Regatta Donald E. Pollock 

James Rosasco 
Roster Ann Lawson 
DRYA Delegates Com. Thomas J. Matyniak 
 Com. Norman T. Rogers 
 Daniel A. Schaitberger 
ILYA Delegates Gary Ertman 

 
 1984 saw the change of the awarding of flags for the 
Sundown Series from the spring (where they were awarded 
in conjunction with a review of Sailing Instructions for the 
upcoming Tuesday Night Sundown Series) to the fall.  This 
change and the addition of free hot and cold hors d’oeuvres, 
and free libations, provided to the skipper and a limited 
number of crew and to GPSC dockworkers was met with an 
enthusiastic reception.  To this day, the reputation of Grosse 
Pointe Sail club is enhanced each year by our generosity and 
good cheer. 
 

OTHER NOTEWORTHY EVENTS THAT 
TOOK PLACE IN 1984 

 
Ronald Reagan wins a landslide victory over Walter 
Mondale.  Apple introduces its Macintosh personal mini-
computer. The first e-mail service is offered on computer 
networks.  The Detroit Tigers defeat the San Diego Padres to 
win the World Series. 
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1985  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
  

Commodore Lawrence G. Cotter 
Vice Commodore Cormac M. O’Byrne 
Rear Commodore Donald E. Pollock 
Past Commodore Boyd T. Schmidlin 
Director James Grogan 
Director Leonard A. Fasulo 
Director John G. Downs 
Director James Rosasco 

 
OTHER FLAG OFFICERS  

 
Secretary Dennis B. Cotter 
Treasurer Bradley J. Bell 
Fleet Captain Albert P. Mckay 
Fleet Surgeon Roger Van Bever 
Fleet Chaplain Ralph W. Bower 

 
COMMITTEES  

 
Anchorline Wendy Niven 
Budget & Finance  James Grogan 
Charter and By-Laws Anthony A. Sperling 
Dock & Supply Leonard A. Fasulo 
Dry Dock James Soltesz 
EDP David C. Wetzel 
Entertainment Patty Curtis-Gough 
Membership Leonard A. Fasulo 
Office Manager Tom Gibney 
Race Edward J. Olsen 

Nicholas P. Piccione 
Regatta James Rosasco  

Dale L. Steiger 
Dennis B. Cotter 

Roster  
DRYA Delegates Charles K. Latham III 
 Gordon E. Morlan 
ILYA Delegates Gary Ertman 
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 Ten years earlier, in the summer of 1975, the club 
moved into two small rooms in the old bathhouse at 
Windmill Pointe Park. Although not marked by elegance we 
made very good use of our small office, kitchen, and closet.   
 Since the rest of the building was hardly ever used by 
anyone else we conducted our meetings and held our parties 
feeling like the building was pretty much a legacy of our 
almost 40 years at the marina. 
 Just as I took office as Commodore I received a 
letter, introducing the "Grosse Pointe Park Foundation” and 
saying that their first endeavor was to convert the former 
bathhouse to an Activity Center. 
 Suddenly, in addition to all of the regular activities 
and responsibilities, we now had an unforeseen addition to 
the agenda of the Club. During the year of 1985 we 
contributed $1000 from the Club treasury and solicited other 
donations from our members. Through pleas in the 
Anchorline we asked members to send their donations 
through us to be sure we were considered a viable presence 
in the future of the building. 
 
Com. Lawrence G. Cotter 
 

OTHER NOTEWORTHY EVENTS THAT 
TOOK PLACE IN 1985 

 
The Coca-Cola Co. announced it was changing the secret 
formula for Coke. Negative public reaction soon forced the 
company to resume selling the original version.  A U.S.-
French expedition located the wreckage of the Titanic about 
560 miles off Newfoundland.  The Bayview Mackinac race 
experienced one of its roughest years ever with high winds 
and rough seas resulting in the sinking of the yacht 
Tomahawk.  The entire crew was rescued by the yacht Old 
Bear.  Aboard the Old Bear was GPSC member Dennis 
Cotter. 
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1986  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
  

Commodore Cormac M. O'Byrne 
Vice Commodore Donald E. Pollock 
Rear Commodore Leonard A. Fasulo 
Past Commodore Lawrence G. Cotter 
Director John G. Downs 
Director Edward J. Olsen 
Director Nicholas P. Piccione 
Director James J. Rosasco 

 
OTHER FLAG OFFICERS  

 
Secretary Edward J. Olsen 
Treasurer John T. Wilting 
Fleet Captain Albert P. McKay 
Fleet Measurer Brian J. O'Byrne 
Fleet Surgeon John J. Fitzgerald 

 
COMMITTEES  

 
Anchorline James A. Soltesz 
Awards John Dinka 
Budget & Finance  Bradley J. Bell 
Charter and By-Laws Anthony A. Sperling 
Dock & Supply Becky Fasulo 
Dry Dock Howard Riley 
EDP David C. Wetzel 
Entertainment Gregg B. Balko 
Hospitality James Grogan 
Membership Michael T. Krag 
Office Manager James A. Soltesz 
Publicity Patty Curtis-Gough 
Race Nicholas P. Piccione 
 Patrick Clark 
Race Results Barbara Olsen 
Regatta Dale L. Steiger 
 Dennis B. Cotter 
Roster Ann Lawson 
DRYA Delegates Dale E. Steiger 
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 Gordon E. Morlan 
ILYA Delegate C. Ronald Johnston 

 
1986 

 
The year began in controversy with a divided nominating 
committee nominating two candidates for the position of 
Rear Commodore, Dennis Cotter and Dale Steiger. 
Subsequent to this a number of members, including past 
commodores, circulated a petition to the members seeking 
the candidacy of a third candidate, Lenny Fasulo. In 
accordance with the By-laws the appropriate number of 
signatures was obtained and for the first time in memory our 
Club had three candidates for Rear Commodore. When the 
elections were held Lenny Fasulo was elected Rear 
Commodore. 
The Commodores Ball in honor of Com. O'Byrne and his 
Lady Edie was held at the Grosse Pointe War Memorial and 
was followed by a fun afterglow at the O'Byrne’s house. 
Tragedy struck on the national scene at the end of January 
when the space shuttle, Challenger, exploded shortly after 
lift-off, killing all aboard. 
It was a tough winter with plenty of snow and ice. On 
February 7th a half foot of snow fell in the area. The water 
levels had begun to rise the previous year and when spring 
came there were dire warnings about the water levels for the 
season ahead. For once, unfortunately, the predictions were 
correct. The water at Windmill Pointe Park came up to the 
level of the park and began to flood the area. Members of our 
Club worked with other volunteers to lay sandbags to hold 
back the encroaching water. Temporary higher docks were 
built over existing piers and water and power supply was 
interrupted. 
1986 was the 25th year that the Grosse Pointe Sail Club had 
been running the Tuesday Night races from the pier at 
Windmill Pointe Park. A special burgee was made to 
recognize this achievement and it was flown all season at our 
races. A special ceremony was held at the beginning of the 
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season with Mayor Palmer Heenan in attendance. 
John Stevens was the overall winner in the Port Huron to 
Mackinac race in his boat, Sprint. This race was relatively 
uneventful following the very rough race in 1985. 
 

OTHER NOTEWORTHY EVENTS THAT 
TOOK PLACE IN 1986 

 

Britain and France announced plans to build the Channel 
Tunnel. The Chernobyl atomic power plant exploded. 31 
people died and unknown thousands were exposed to 
radioactive material.    The first PC virus, called Brain, was 
discovered in the wild. The virus was not widespread as it 
could only travel by hitching a ride on floppy disks. 

 
 

 
 
Jim and Barb Grogan are shown in the old GPSC office.  The 
space served as a storeroom for most of the Club property as 
well as the kitchen for our events held at the “bathhouse.”  
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GPSC Celebrates 25 Years of Tuesday Night Racing 
 
 
 
It’s June 3rd, the first Tuesday of June, 1986.  There’s a stiff 
breeze right on the nose for the first leg.  The Race 
Committee is comprised of Commodores of the Club, past 
and present.  On hand to help the club celebrate the 
beginning of summer racing and the 25th Anniversary of the 
Tuesday Night series is the Hon. Palmer Heenan, Mayor of 
Grosse Pointe Park. 
 
In the picture, from the left, are Board Members Nick 
Piccione and John Downs, R. Com. Len Fasulo, V. Com. 
Don Pollack, P/C L. G. Cotter, Board Members Jim Rosasco 
and Ed Olsen, P/C Ralph Bower, P/C Orv Sherwood, P/C 
Bernie VanAntwerp, Fleet Surgeon John Fitzgerald, Fleet 
Measurer Brian O’Byrne, Com. Cormac O’Byrne, P/C Ken 
Kurtz, P/C. Bill McCourt, Mayor Heenan, P/C Bob Curtis 
and P/C Jay Deeds. 
 
On display is a special burgee commissioned to celebrate this 
august occasion. 
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1987 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Commodore: Donald E. Pollock 
Vice-Commodore: Leonard A. Fasulo 
Rear Commodore: Dennis B. Cotter 
Past Commodore: Cormac M. O'Byrne 
Director Charles K. Latham III 
Director Edward J. Olsen 
Director Nicholas P. Piccione 
Director Howard Riley 

 
OTHER FLAG OFFICERS  

 
Secretary: John J. Fitzgerald 
Treasurer: John T. Wilting 
Fleet Captain: Albert P. McKay 
Fleet Measurer: Edward J. Olsen 
Fleet Surgeon: James Grogan 
Fleet Chaplain: Brian J. O'Byrne 

 
COMMITTEES  

 
Anchorline: Nicholas P. Piccione 
Awards: Wayne H. Koch 
Budget & Finance: James J. Rosasco 
Charter & By-Laws: Anthony A. Sperling 
Dock & Supply: Becky Fasulo 
Dry Dock: Howard Riley 
EDP:  David C. Wetzel 
Entertainment: Robert C. Davis 
Membership: Patty Curtis-Gough 
Office Manager: Michael T. Krag 
Publicity: Gerald A. Fairbanks 
Race: Patrick W. Clark 
Race Results: Barbara Olsen 
 Richard E. Feldborg 
Regatta: Charles K. Latham 

John G. Downs 
James A. Soltesz 

Roster: Ann Lawson 
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By the end of 1986 the annual meeting and Christmas 

party had developed into an extravagant affair. This was 
thanks to the 1984 Commodore, Boyd Schmidlin, who had 
changed the previous “business only” and virtually “men 
only” annual meeting into a meeting and social affair for the 
entire club. 

The 1987 year, with Commodore Don Pollock at the 
helm, was initiated with a Commodore's Ball held at the 
Assumption Center in St. Clair Shores. The excellent cuisine 
was a tribute to the Greek tradition. 

Following the 25th year celebration of the Sundown 
Series in 1986, the year 1987 was to see yet another Club 
milestone passed. The celebrated event was the 35th annual 
Regatta, which was as successful as were the first 34. Our 
tradition of running a first-class regatta was maintained. . 

Commodore Pollock assigned the development of a 
new event to Sharon and Howard Riley, the Couples Race.  
It was organized with staggered starts according to total time 
handicap which ideally would have all yachts finishing at the 
same time!  The race was started by Corinne and Paul Franks 
at the Farms pier, progressed to the Peche Island channel 
buoy and finished at Belle River.  The Rileys aboard Charm 
started first and stayed ahead to finish first.  This first race 
was a success and a trophy was donated the following year 
by Commodore Fasulo to establish it as a regular event. In 
the same spirit the annual Club Rendezvous was held at 
Radlin's Marina at the Thames River rather than Metro Park 
as had been the usual practice. Metro Park had become 
overcrowded but later marina expansion alleviated that 
problem. 

Other Club events that will be remembered were a 
walk across the Ambassador Bridge, a renewal of the pig 
roast event at the Schmidlins’, and a parade of boats past 
downtown Detroit with a celebration afterward at the Detroit 
Boat Club. Pat Clark won the Leaker award that year and 
John Wilting won the prestigious Thunder Mug.  
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OTHER NOTEWORTHY EVENTS THAT 

TOOK PLACE IN 1987 
 

Dow Industrials down 508 points, Dow loses 28% of its 
value and causes financial markets worldwide to fall. 
 
 
 

 
 
Dorothy Christian, Sharon Masek, Pat Kimel and Ed 
Christian put the final touches on box lunches for the 
committee at the sandwich party held on Friday night before 
the Regatta. 



1988  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
  

Commodore Leonard A. Fasulo 
Vice Commodore Dennis B. Cotter 
Rear Commodore John G. Downs 
Past Commodore Donald E. Pollock 
Director Patty Curtis-Gough 
Director Tom Gibney 
Director Tom Gibney 
Director Howard Riley 

 
OTHER FLAG OFFICERS  

 
Secretary John J. Fitzgerald 
Treasurer Nicholas P. Piccione 
Fleet Captain Albert P. McKay 
Fleet Captain Gerald E. Bruen, Jr 
Fleet Surgeon Richard A. Scott 
Fleet Chaplain Beth Gibney 

 
COMMITTEES  

 
Anchorline Patrick W. Clark 
Awards John Dinka 
Budget & Finance  James J. Rosasco 
Charter and By-Laws Anthony A. Sperling 
Dock & Supply Dee Clark 
Dry Dock Charles K. Latham III 
Entertainment Fay Fitzgerald 
 Krekel Green 
 Michael T. Krag 
 William F. Smith 
Membership Howard Riley 
Office Manager John T. Wilting 
Publicity Michael L. Tuite 
Race Patty Curtis-Gough 
 Richard E. Feldborg 
Regatta John G. Downs 
 Tom Gibney 
 James A. Soltesz 
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Roster Larry D. Haggart 
 Ann Lawson 
DRYA Delegates Dale E. Steiger 
 Gordon E. Morlan 
ILYA Delegates Com. C. Ronald Johnston 

 
 

1988 
 
 

The summer of 1988 will be long remembered as one 
of the hottest and driest summers on record. Two years 
earlier, the lakes had been at record high levels. At least one 
newspaper article of the time predicted that we were going to 
be in for 100 years of high water levels. With worries of 
flooded basements and submerged seawalls, lakefront 
property began to seem more of a liability than an asset. But 
by October of 1987, lake levels had dropped 22 inches from 
the previous October, and by April of 1988, levels had 
dropped another 12 inches from the previous year. The 
Anchorline contained various alerts to sailors about the shoal 
waters between the Park pier and the City pier as well as 
shallow water behind the Peche Island rear range light. Club 
members were also reminded to pay their annual "User Fee" 
and display the decal as evidence of compliance with this 
short-lived and not-loved law. 

Despite shallow water and other obstacles, the Sail 
Club carried on with an ambitious agenda. In 1988 we were 
forced to vacate our "home" of many years in the old 
entryway of the "bathhouse" at Windmill Point Park. Due to 
the efforts of the Grosse Pointe Park Foundation, the 
bathhouse was to be transformed into what has become the 
Tompkins Community Center. We were told that the Sail 
Club would have a new home in the building, but to help 
assure that we would not be lost in the shuffle, the board of 
directors authorized the donation, in the name of the Club, a 
check for $1000, which was gratefully received by the 
Foundation. The Club was ultimately favored with a most 
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pleasant space facing the water, although it would not be 
until the following year that we could move in to our new 
quarters. 

Commodore Len Fasulo's ball provided an exciting 
start to the year’s activities and was the setting for the 
presentation of the 1987 and first annual USYRU 
Sportsmanship Award which went to Past Commodore Jay 
Deeds for his many years of faithful service to the sport. The 
annual St. Patrick's Day Party was an enormous success as 
was the Square Dancing at the Beef Barbeque and Western 
Party. A Road Rally and the usual Dry Docks were part of 
the ever-lively social scene. Because of our "homelessness," 
the annual Lobster Roast, Club Annual Meeting and 
Children's Christmas party were held at various venues. 

Despite the low water, 131 boats signed up to race 
the Tuesday Night Sundown Series. Although the number of 
boats was down a few from the previous year, there were 
more of the larger boats entered and as a result, the classes 
were shuffled a bit to accommodate them. Commodore 
Fasulo donated the Fall Series Trophy for the club member 
scoring highest in the Fall Series. New member Doug 
Carlson was the first winner of the trophy. 

Other significant winners for 1988 were Dick 
Feldborg who was presented with the Leaker Award, and 
John Wilting who captured the Thunder Mug. The Club’s 
40th anniversary was celebrated in September at the 
Rendezvous to Metro Beach. The second annual 
Sportsmanship Award for 1988 was presented to Past 
Commodore Ron Johnson. 

We were also challenged late in 1988 by the 
announcement by Com. Len Fasulo that he had accepted a 
job transfer to Florida and would not be able to complete his 
year as Commodore. Arrangements were hastily made to fill 
the breach with Commodores Cotter and Pollock moving to 
cover those duties left to be filled. As it turned out, it was not 
until February that Com. Fasulo actually moved. Com. 
Pollack did yeoman's service in serving two years as 
Immediate Past Commodore. 
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OTHER NOTEWORTHY EVENTS THAT 
TOOK PLACE IN 1988 

 
U.S. cruiser Vincennes accidentally shoots down an Iranian 
civilian airliner in the Persian Gulf.  Pan American airliner is 
blown up by terrorist’s bomb over Lockerbie, Scotland, 
killing 259 passengers and 11 others on the ground.  George 
Bush is elected president, defeating Michael Dukakis.  Rain 
Man wins Academy Award for Best Picture. 
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1989 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
Commodore Dennis B. Cotter 
Vice Commodore John G. Downs 
Rear Commodore Edward J. Olsen 
Past Commodore Donald E. Pollock 
Director Patrick W. Clark 
Director Patty Curtis-Gough 
Director Tom Gibney 
Director John T. Wilting 

 
OTHER FLAG OFFICERS  

 
Secretary John S. Jamieson 
Treasurer Michael T. Krag 
Fleet Captain Dr. Albert P. McKay 
Fleet Measurer Richard E. Feldborg 
Fleet Surgeon Tom Gibney 
Fleet Chaplain John J. Fitzgerald 

 
COMMITTEES  

 
Anchorline Larry Haggart 
Awards James J. Rosasco 
Budget and Finance Anthony A. Sperling 
Charter and By-Laws John T. Wilting 
Dock and Supply Dee Clark 
Dry Dock James Grogan 
EDP David C. Wetzel 
Entertainment Franz Prohaska 

Susan Hartnett 
Membership Patrick W. Clark 
Office Manager Dale L. Steiger 
Publicity James A. Soltesz 
Race Patty Curtis Gough 

John J. Corsi 
Race Results Barbara Q. Olsen 
Regatta Michael L. Tuite 

James A. Soltesz 
Richard A. Scott 

Roster Ann Lawson 
DRYA Delegate Com. Lawrence G. Cotter 

Charles K. Latham III 
ILYA Delegate Com. C. Ronald Johnston 
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1989 

 
The major matter of concern for the Sail Club in 

1989 was the rebuilding of the former "bathhouse" into the 
Tompkins Community Center. Many years ago, Grosse 
Pointe Park had a municipal beach located near where 
"Beach Volleyball" is presently played. Changing facilities 
were housed in the building which is now the Tompkins 
Center, "Boys" at one end, and “Girls" at the other end.  A 
large heavy folding door separated the two sides. The 
building was built with the idea of using it for more than just 
a "bathhouse" and when the pool and its locker rooms were 
built, and the beach filled in, the building became available 
for community social events.  Because of its configuration 
(small and high-up windows, lack of kitchen facilities, old 
plumbing, primitive climate control, etc.) there was not a 
great deal of demand for its use.  

The space presently used as a vestibule and coat 
room was the home of the Grosse Pointe Sail Club for many 
years. Old-timers will recall the temperamental electric stove 
we had in there as well as the sink and refrigerator which 
served as our "kitchen" for most of our social functions. We 
also stored all of our racing gear there during the summer, as 
well as office records and printing equipment. To say the 
least, it was crowded. 

We were blessed when the Park Foundation 
undertook the job of raising money to reconstruct the facility 
into its present configuration. This benefit brought with it 
greatly increased demand for use of the facility and we were 
confronted for the first time with the need to share "our" 
building with the rest of the city. As the project unfolded in 
1988-89 we worked closely with the Planning Commission 
and the Foundation and were able to secure our present 
office space with a view of the river. Our "Building Fund" 
was tapped to purchase storage cabinets. A committee of 
commodores consisting of Don Pollock, John Downs, 
procured the cabinets that were then installed by Com. 
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Lawrence G. Cotter who labored mightily to fit square 
cabinets with walls that were out of plumb. Special mention 
should be made of the work done by Com. Deeds who 
designed and built the storage shelves and drawers in the 
cabinets to exacting specifications. 

The construction of the Community Center presented 
us with a number of challenges. The original completion date 
was promised to be October of 1988. It was not until April 
15, 1989, that the building was ready and formally dedicated. 
Thus, our November awards party was postponed until May, 
the St. Patrick's Day Party was held at the Grosse Pointe 
Farms facility and our annual meeting was held at Great 
Lakes Yacht Club. Since our By-Laws require that our 
annual meeting take place in Wayne County, it could be said 
that all the business transacted at the meeting at Great Lakes 
(in Macomb County) was void. It was not said, however. 

After some previous fitful attempts, we initiated a 
fleet blessing in 1989. It was set for the second Sunday in 
June with the thought that people could use it as an 
opportunity to start a day sail or a picnic or both. This turned 
out to be the day of the hydroplane races and with the river 
closed to boat traffic during the time of the Fleet Blessing, 
there was a minimum of interfering traffic. The event has 
continued in various forms. 

Although the racing rules themselves were essentially 
"carryover" from the prior year, we attempted to discourage 
late registration by requiring that boats be registered two 
weeks in advance. This was ultimately seen as not really 
feasible and the following year a late fee was imposed. We 
also started the custom of inviting Grosse Pointe Park 
dignitaries (Mayor, city Manager, Recreation Director) to 
come to the dock and fire the first guns of the Season to 
officially start the summer. The decision was made to 
purchase a radio and obtain a Station License to permit better 
communication between the dock and the marks boat. 
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Passages: 
 
New Members: Doug Allar 

Dale Pelton  
Steven Rich  
Jim Hanson  
Alan Miltich 

Christopher Richard 
Thomas Fisher 
Bill Auxier 
Sue Steiger 
Tony Miltich 

 
Life Members: Ken Jamieson Norm Rogers 
 
Deceased: Com. Richard Connelly 
 

1989 ended with our annual meeting back in our old 
but new "clubhouse" at which the club elected its first female 
Commodore, Patty Curtis-Gough, daughter of Past 
Commodore Bob Curtis. 

 
 

OTHER NOTEWORTHY EVENTS THAT 
TOOK PLACE IN 1989 

 
The Exxon Valdez struck a reef in Alaska’s Prince William 
Sound and spilled 10.6 million gallons of oil. Writer Salman 
Rushdie was sentenced to death by the Iranian government 
for writing Satanic Verses. Hundreds of people died as 
Chinese military crushed the protests in Tiananmen Square. 
The Berlin Wall was broken open and joyous Germans 
danced atop it. The United States invaded Panama to arrest 
General Noriega on charges of drug trafficking.  UM 
Wolverines and the Detroit Pistons won their basketball 
Championships. 
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1990  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
  

Commodore John G. Downs 
Vice Commodore Edward J. Olsen 
Rear Commodore Patty Curtis-Gough 
Past Commodore Dennis B. Cotter 
Director  Patrick W. Clark 
Director  James A. Soltesz 
Director  Michael L. Tuite 
Director  John T. Wilting 

 
OTHER FLAG OFFICERS  

 
Secretary E. Thomas Gibney 
Treasurer Richard E. Feldborg 
Fleet Captain Dr. Albert P. McKay 
Fleet Measurer Charles H. Horner 
Fleet Surgeon James Grogan 
Fleet Chaplain Nicholas P. Piccione 

 
COMMITTEES  

 
Anchorline Larry Haggart 
 John Fitzgerald 
Awards Susan Hartnett 
Budget & Finance  James J. Rosasco 
Charter and By-Laws Harry Kimel 
Dry Dock Kenneth W. Suddick 
Entertainment Eric & Alice Ernst 
Membership John T. Wilting 
Office Manager Wayne H. Koch 
Publicity John S. Jamieson 
Race Chair Patrick W. Clark 
 Assistant Michael L. Tuite 
 Support Com. L. G. Cotter 
 Reg. & Results Barb Olsen 
 Protest Howard Riley 
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Regatta James A. Soltesz 
 Douglas M. Hess 
 Howard Riley 
Roster Ann Lawson 
 Barbara Q. Olsen 
DRYA Delegates Com. Lawrence G. Cotter 
 Com. C. Jay Deeds 
ILYA Delegate Com. C. Ronald Johnston 

 
 
 

OTHER NOTEWORTHY EVENTS THAT 
TOOK PLACE IN 1990 

 

Space shuttle Discovery is launched carrying the Hubble 
Space Telescope.  Operation Desert Shield begins as the 
United States sends troops to Saudi Arabia after Iraq 
annexes Kuwait.  East and West Germany are united for the 
first time since World War II. 
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1991  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
  

Commodore Edward J. Olsen 
Vice Commodore Patty Curtis 
Rear Commodore Howard Riley 
Past Commodore John G. Downs 
Director John J. Fitzgerald 
Director Larry D. Haggart 
Director James A. Soltesz 
Director Michael L. Tuite 

 
OTHER FLAG OFFICERS  

 
Secretary Nicholas P. Piccione 
Treasurer Patrick W. Clark 
Fleet Captain Albert P. McKay, O.D. 
Fleet Measurer Christopher G. Behler 
Fleet Surgeon Lawrence Herzog, D.V.M. 
Fleet Chaplain Brian O'Byrne 

 
COMMITTEES  

 
Anchorline Tony Sperling 

Wendy Niven 
Awards James Soltesz 
Budget & Finance  Jim Rosasco 
Charter and By-Laws Mike Krag 
Dock & Supply Roberta Pollock 
Dry Dock Bill & Elise Auxier 

Tony & Reggie Stocki 
EDP: Dave Wetzel 
Entertainment Ken & Gayle Suddick 
Membership Eric & Alice Ernst 
Office Manager John Jamieson 
Publicity Harry Kimel 
Race Chair Charles E. Latham 
 Assistant Bob Stankewitz 
 Support Com. Lawrence G. Cotter 
 Reg. & Results Barb Olsen 
 Protest Howard Riley 

 



  50 

Regatta  Larry Haggart - Chairman 
 Bill Auxier 
 Tom Gibney 
 Chuck Latham 
 Jim Soltesz 
Roster Ann Lawson  

Barbara Olsen 
DRYA Delegates Com. Lawrence G. Cotter 
 Com. C. Jay Deeds 
ILYA Delegates Com. C. Ronald Johnston 

 
       
 
 1991 was launched with a delightful Commodore's 
Ball in January, held at a former "speakeasy", Blossom 
Heath.  As the work of the year got under way, the 
designated Race Chairman advised that business demands 
would not enable him to fulfill that most important function.  
Com. Olsen turned to an experienced Race Chairman, Chuck 
Latham, who saved the day (year) by accepting that 
demanding assignment once again. 
 1991 was dramatically significant on the international 
scene, as we witnessed the traumatic dissolution of the 
Soviet Union and formation of the Commonwealth of 
Independent States (Dec. 21, 1991).  We watched in August, 
as an attempt to overthrow Soviet President Mikhail 
Gorbachev appeared to have been successful, but triggered a 
backlash by the citizens, led by Boris Yeltsin, Russia's 
President.  After three days, the coup leaders gave up.  We 
had to re-learn the distinction between Russia and the Soviet 
Union, which we'd tended to treat as synonyms. 
 Earlier, the year was focused on the Persian Gulf area 
of Southwest Asia.  An invasion of Kuwait by Iraq during 
the previous August was met by an unprecedented coalition, 
which mounted U.S. - led "Desert Storm" to free Kuwait and 
sanction Iraq.  The patriotic mood of the country was high.  
As Independence Day approached, the War Memorial 
solicited our participation in a land and sea parade, from the 



  51 

Farms Park to the War Memorial.  With flags flying and 
cannon mounted on deck to signal our parade start, Com. 
Olsen led a contingent including Com. Dennis Cotter, future 
Com. Howard Riley and others from GPSC, along with boats 
from the Farms and City marinas.  Ashore a spirited "kazoo 
band" that included several GPSC members and other Grosse 
Pointe Park residents, proudly outfitted in new red t-shirts 
and sparkling white slacks prepared to step off on the parade.  
At precisely the moment of kick-off, the worst squall of a 
decade slammed the area.  On the lake, where we could see it 
coming, most were below or in full foul weather gear.  While 
we fired the cannon and paraded the boats, I doubt any 
ashore ever saw us, and cared less.  For with no shelter 
ashore (and no foul weather gear below) the only choice was 
to go forward, ignoring the drenching.  Later, Com. L. G. 
Cotter and others in the band found their shirts had washed 
into their slacks (and undergarments) which now were 
blushing pink! 
 
 

OTHER NOTEWORTHY EVENTS THAT 
TOOK PLACE IN 1991 

 

Operation Desert Storm under General Norman 
Schwarzkopf completes the liberation of Kuwait within 
about 100 hours.  The Warsaw Pact is officially dissolved.  
The USSR officially ends. The Commonwealth of 
Independent States becomes a loose federation of most 
former Soviet republics, and Boris Yeltsin becomes 
president of Russia.  
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1992  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
  

Commodore Patty Curtis-Gough 
Vice Commodore Howard Riley 
Rear Commodore Charles K. Latham 
Past Commodore Edward J. Olsen 
Director John J. Fitzgerald 
Director Larry Haggart 
Director Mike Krag 
Director Bryan O’Byrne 

 
OTHER FLAG OFFICERS  

 
Secretary Patrick W. Clark 
Treasurer Larry Haggart 
Fleet Captain Joan Piccione 
Fleet Measurer Beth Gibney 
Fleet Surgeon Sharon Downs 
Fleet Chaplain Denise Cotter 

 
COMMITTEES  

 
Anchorline Anthony A. Sperling 

Wendy Niven 
Awards Prudy Riley 
Budget & Finance  Pat Clark 
Charter and By-Laws Mike Tuite 
Dock & Supply Roberta Pollock 
Dry Dock James A. Soltesz 
Entertainment Bill & Elise Auxier 
Membership Mike Krag 
Office Manager Chris Behler 
Publicity Lindsay Horvat 
Race Chair Robert Stankewitz 
 Assistant John Jamieson 
 Support Com. L. G. Cotter 
 Reg. & Results Barbara Olsen 
 Protest Dave Klaasen 
Regatta Tom Gibney 
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Roster Ann Lawson 
Barbara Q. Olsen 

DRYA Delegates Com. Lawrence G. Cotter 
 Com. C. Jay Deeds 
ILYA Delegates Com. C. Ronald Johnston 

 
 

At a festive Commodore’s Ball held at the Grosse 
Pointe War Memorial, the Grosse Pointe Sail Club honored 
its first female Commodore, Patricia (much better known as 
Patty) Curtis-Gough, the daughter of Past Commodore 
Robert Curtis.  This was not the first offspring of a 
Commodore to assume that office, but she was the first 
daughter of a Commodore to take the gavel, not only in the 
Club, but as far as we know, in the DRYA as well.  In 
addition to bearing the burdens of the Commodoreship, Patty 
brought into her year another minor burden.  At the 
Commodore’s Ball, she was eight months pregnant!  
Appropriately draped with bottles and pacifiers around their 
necks, the visiting Commodores serenaded Patty to the 
strains of “We love our Mamadore.”  Although, the evidence 
no longer exists, the suspicion remains that Andy Kimmel, 
the visiting Commodore from Bayview, had slipped some 
Dewars into the bottle he kept close to his chest that night.  

The condition of the Commodore had blessings for 
the Board of Directors.  The March meeting took place three 
days before her delivery, and with the press of business, 
Patty ran a super-efficient meeting, limiting discussion to 
absolute essentials.  Like every Commodore, Patty was ably 
assisted by the stalwart volunteers of the Club who did the 
hard work of carrying on all the individual functions of the 
year.  Chief among those was Sharon Downs, winner of the 
Thundermug for 1992. 

Not satisfied with such a successful and productive 
year, Patty topped herself by becoming pregnant again in 
August, determined to end her never-to-be-forgotten year as 
Commodore in the same state as she began it.  Her only 
regret was that she was unable to partake of the libations 
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offered at the Commodore’s Balls she attended throughout 
the year. The Grosse Pointe Sail Club has always been a 
“family” Club, and it was most appropriate that Patty Curtis-
Gough ran the Club in her year as Commodore “in a family 
way”. 

 
 

OTHER NOTEWORTHY EVENTS THAT 
TOOK PLACE IN 1992 

 

The Internet Society is chartered, and a million host 
computers are connected in a network.  Yugoslavia, created 
in 1918, collapses as Europe officially recognizes the 
republics of Croatia and Slovenia.  Bill Clinton is elected 
president of the United States.  The Church of England 
allows women to be ordained priests.  NAFTA is signed by 
Canada, Mexico, and the U.S. 
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1993 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
Commodore: Howard Riley 
Vice Commodore: Charles K. Latham III 
Rear Commodore: James A. Soltesz 
Past Commodore: Patty Curtis-Gough 
Director: John Jamieson 
Director: Ken Suddick 
Director: Mike Krag 
Director: Brian O’Byrne 
 

ADDITIONAL FLAG OFFICERS  
 
Secretary:  Gordon Morlan 
Fleet Measurer:  Wayne Koch 
Treasurer:  Chris Behler 
Fleet Surgeon:  Don Ragan 
Fleet Captain:  Brian O’Byrne 
Fleet Chaplain:  Denise Cotter 
 

COMMITTEES  
 

Anchorline:  Anthony A. Sperling 
Wendy D. Niven 

Awards:  Prudy Riley 
Budget and Finance:  Larry Haggart 
Charter and By-Laws:  Don Harbold 
Communications Coordinator:   

Hollis Koch 
Dock and Supply:  Sharon Downs 
Dry Dock:  Mike Krag 
Electronic Data Processing:  David C. Wetzel 
Entertainment:  Mike and Maureen Comerford 
Human Resources:  Patrick Clark 
Membership:  Ken Suddick 
Office Manager:  John Wilting 
Publicity:  John Fitzgerald 

 
Race: John Jamieson, Chair 
 Assistant Frank Ferry 
 Support Andy Baetz 
 Reg. and Results Barbara Olsen 
 Protest  Larry Haggart 
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 Regatta: Dale Steiger, Chair 
 Assistant Robert Stankewitz 
 Don & Jeanne Harbold 
Roster: Ann Lawson 

Barbara Olsen 
Wendy Niven 

DRYA Delegates:   Com. Lawrence Cotter 
Com. Edward Olsen 

ILYA Delegate: Com. C. Ronald Johnson 
 

Howard and Sharon Riley’s year started with an 
outstanding ball at the Detroit Yacht Club on January 23, 
1993.  The 17 piece Birmingham Concert Band played music 
from the Big Band Era in the main dining room.  Larry 
Haggart as the Master of Ceremonies gave a memorable 
toast.  Howard broke tradition by having Sharon at his side 
during his presentation.  In all, it was an “Affair to 
Remember”. 

Organizational changes for the year included the 
transfer of boating activities from the entertainment chair 
position to the Fleet Captain.  Mike and Maureen Comerford 
did a marvelous job planning the traditional St. Patrick’s 
Party, the April Spring Madness and the Octoberfest.  Brian 
and Peggy O’Byrne did a similarly marvelous job organizing 
the June weekend cruise to Belle River, the Couple’s Race to 
Lakeview Marina in Windsor, the Ladies’ Race and the Fall 
Rendezvous.  The Fleet Chaplain, Denise Cotter, took charge 
of the successful Fleet Blessing.  Other changes were the 
establishment of the Communications Coordinator and the 
position of Human Resources. 

The Sundown Series was given a two week break for 
Mackinac.  An additional Sundown feature, engineered by 
Past Commodore Edward Olsen, was the transfer of Protest 
hearing from club member’s responsibility to DRYA. 

Our Regatta enjoyed Miller Light as a sponsor for the 
first time, due to the fine efforts of Larry Haggart.  This 
combined perfectly with a change of venue from the dinner 
party to a sailor’s fun get together on the Tompkins Center 
patio. 
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OTHER NOTEWORTHY EVENTS THAT 
TOOK PLACE IN 1993 

 

Czechoslovakia splits into the Czech Republic and Slovakia.  
The bombing of the World Trade Center in New York City 
kills 6 people and injures over 1,000.  Federal agents raid 
the Branch Davidian sect in Waco, Texas, killing 
approximately 80 people, including 20 children.  The 
Maastricht Treaty officially forms the European Union, 
building on the previous coalition known as the European 
Economic Community (EEC). The Hubble Space telescope 
is repaired. 
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1994  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
  

Commodore Charles K. Latham, III 

Vice Commodore James A. Soltesz 

Rear Commodore Larry Haggart 

Past Commodore Howard Riley 

Director John Jamieson 
Director Ken Suddick 
Director Mike Comerford 
Director Sharon Downs 

 
OTHER FLAG OFFICERS  

 
Secretary Pat Clark 
Treasurer Dale Steiger 
 Assistant Adrienne Slaymaker 
Fleet Captain Ken Suddick 
Fleet Measurer Bob Schappe 
Fleet Surgeon D. Don Ragan 
Fleet Chaplain Tom Gibney 

 

COMMITTEES  
 

Anchorline Glory Schappe 
Awards Prudy Riley-Billiu 
Budget & Finance  Chris Behler 
Charter and By-Laws Ed Zobeck 
Dock & Supply Alice Baetz 
Dry Dock Prudy & Charlie Billiu 
EDP Dave Wetzel 
Entertainment Paul & Corinne Franks 
Human Resources John Jamieson 
Membership Mike Comerford 
Office Manager Brian O’Byrne 
Publicity & Communications Sharon Downs 
Race Frank Ferry, Chair 
 Assistant John McCloskey 
 Support Andy Baetz 
 Reg. & Results Barb Olsen 
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 SRO Com. Ed Olsen 
 Protest Jim Gillis 
Regatta Wayne Koch, Co-Chair 
 Paul Kreitsch, Co-Chair 
 Assistant Don & Jeanne Harbold 
 Assistant John Jamieson 
Roster Ann Lawson 

Barbara Q. Olsen 

Wendy Niven 
DRYA Delegates David Klaasen 
 Com. Edward J. Olsen 
ILYA Delegate Com. C. Jay Deeds 

 
Generally speaking, 1994 was an inauspicious year in 

comparison to some Grosse Pointe Sail Club years. 
The Commodore’s Ball was held at the Grosse Pointe 

Hunt Club.  Treasurer Dale Steiger and Secretary Pat Clark 
received the Thunder Mug award for persevering work. 

The Pig Roast was brought back one more time at 
Commodore Boyd Schmidlin’s place.  Highlights of the day 
were the Commodores’ drinks mixed by Past Commodore 
John Downs and Past Commodore Harry Masek. 

 
OTHER NOTEWORTHY EVENTS THAT 

TOOK PLACE IN 1994 
 

Figure skater Nancy Kerrigan is assaulted in an attempt to 
eliminate her from competing in the 1994 Olympics. 
Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis dies.  O.J. Simpson is arrested 
for the murders of Nicole Simpson and Ronald Goldman.  
The Channel Tunnel (Chunnel) opens between Britain and 
France.  The Republicans became the majority party in both 
the U.S. House and Senate. 
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1995  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
  

Commodore James A. Soltesz 
Vice Commodore Larry D. Haggart 
Rear Commodore Michael Comerford 
Past Commodore Charles K. Latham III 
Director Prudence Riley Billiu 
Director Patrick W. Clark 
Director Sharon L. Downs 
Director Frank X. Ferry 

 
OTHER FLAG OFFICERS  

 
Secretary Denise A. Cotter 
Treasurer Dale L. Steiger 
Fleet Captain Linda & Rick Rumon 
Fleet Measurer Judy & Gordon Morlan 
Fleet Surgeon Kathryn & Lawrence Herzog 
Fleet Chaplain Pat & Tim Zens 

 
COMMITTEES  

 
Anchorline Jeanne Walden 

Roland Day III 
Awards John S. Jamieson 
Budget & Finance  Dale L.  Steiger 
Charter and By-Laws Kenneth W. Suddick 
Dock & Supply Maureen Comerford 
Dry Dock Prudence R. & Charles R. Billiu 
EDP David C. Wetzel 
Entertainment Corinne & Paul  Franks 

Alice & Andrew Baetz 
Human Resources Kelee & John Teodecki 
Jr. Race Program Stewart Kevelighan 
Membership Michael T. Krag 
Office Manager Robert Stankewitz 
Power Boat Theresa & Tim Hogan 
Publicity  Carol Ragan 
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Race: Chair John T.  McCloskey 
Assistant John Phillips 

 Reg. & Results Barbara Olsen 
 SRO Com. Ed. Olsen 
 Protest Jim S. Gillis 
Regatta:  Co-Chair Frank X. Ferry 
    Co-Chair Robert H. Schappe 
 Assistant Glory Schappe 
Risk Andrew J. Baetz 
Roster Ann Lawson 

Wendy D. Niven 
DRYA Delegates Com. Edward Olsen 
 Com. Charles Latham 
ILYA Delegate Com. C. Jay Deeds 

 
 
    The highlight of ‘95 which beams into my brain, 
     which I like to think of as the bummer of the summer, 
     was the night a boat was battered, 
     a crew was beaned by the boom, 
     culminating in a beerless bash, 
     featuring a group of sober sailors singing “Keg Of My 
Heart”. 

The snow fell heavily at the Commodores Ball, but 
thanks to a fine committee the warmth felt at the County 
Club of Detroit was a delight.    

A new form for the Christmas Party debuted with 
introduction of a well attended Sunday Brunch followed in 
January by a Dry Land Rendezvous at the Toronto Boat 
Show.   

The St. Patrick’s Party, Couples Race Rendezvous, 
and Lobster Roast were all sell outs. 

A Square Dance and Dinner was held in the spring at 
the Crescent Sail Club and an Early Bird Race and 
Rendezvous at Belle River was held in June. 

The Fleet Blessing and Ladies Race were switched to 
Friday and were very successful. 

 The Tuesday Night Sundown Series registrations 
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were also up and the course was changed due to weeds.  The 
Fall Series was reformatted, with two races on Saturday and 
one the following Sunday.  We, of course, also provided race 
committee services for the Grosse Pointe Power Squadron 
Regatta. 

The GPSC Regatta was changed from the standard 
DRYA 3 course system to a Point to Point race along 
Lakeshore finishing off the Windmill Pointe Park with high 
acclaim from DRYA Committee Members. 

Significant graphics were added to the Anchorline; 
the Roster for the first time was subsidized with ads, such as 
“Small boat by Widow with wide bottom”, “Sales girl, must 
be respectable, until after Christmas”, Membership Cards 
were automated and laminated and dues notices with a 
survey were sent out early.  Junior Race and Power Boat 
Committees were added.  Plaques were instituted for the 
people who provided committee boat support for our races. 

None of the Commodores’ efforts could have been 
accomplished without the help of their ladies, Thanks, 
Ridene.  We both want to thank all the members for their 
support. 
  
There is no doubt, 
When it came to handing out hearts, 
The kind ones, 
The deep ones, 
The tender and sweet ones, 
Are definitely in the Grosse Pointe Sail Club. 
 
Com. Jim Soltesz 
 

OTHER NOTEWORTHY EVENTS THAT 
TOOK PLACE IN 1995 

 

The bombing of the Murrah Federal building in Oklahoma 
City kills 168 people.  O.J. Simpson is acquitted of the 
murders of his former wife, Nicole, and Ronald Goldman.  
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1996  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
  

Commodore Larry Haggart 
Vice Commodore Mike Comerford 
Rear Commodore Mike Krag 
Past Commodore Jim Soltesz 
Director Prudy Riley Billiu 
Director Patrick Clark 
Director Frank Ferry 
Director Bob Schappe 

 
OTHER FLAG OFFICERS  

 
Secretary Sharon Downs 
Treasurer Dale Steiger 
Fleet Captain Alice & Andy Baetz 
Fleet Measurer Wayne Koch 
Fleet Surgeon Sandy Wellet 
Fleet Chaplain John Fitzgerald 

 
COMMITTEES  

 
Anchorline Andrew Morlan 

Jerry Partridge 
Assts Manager Peter Warner 
Awards John Jamieson 
Budget & Finance  Patrick Clark 
Charter and By-Laws Frank Michell 
Dock & Supply Tim Hogan 
Dry Dock Frank Ferry 
EDP Dave Wetzel 
Entertainment Lisa Hage 
Historical Records Andrew Morlan 
Junior Race Program Dr. Larry Herzog 
Membership Prudy Riley Billiu 
Planning Com. Howard Riley 
Power Boat Franz Prohaska 
Publicity  Jeffery & Lisa Hage 
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Race John Phillips, Chair 
 Assistant Fred Meers 
 Support Bill Carleton 

Joe Trowern 
 Reg. & Results Barbara Olsen 
 SRO Com. Ed Olsen 
 Protest John Sampson 
Regatta Glory Schappe 
 Assistant John Sampson 
Risk Com. Dennis Cotter 
Roster Bill Harbert 

Wendy Niven 
DRYA Delegates Gordon Morlan 
 Dr. Don Ragan 
ILYA Delegate Com. C. Jay Deeds 
 Com. Chuck Latham 

 
1996 

 
 The 1995/1996 year for the Grosse Pointe Sail Club, 
was a very good year.  The Club’s financial condition 
improved, with increased revenues and lower expenses 
versus the prior year, which helped contribute to a $4,356.40 
surplus at the end of the year.  After serving the Club 
admirably for nearly three years as Treasurer, Dale Steiger 
turned over the position early to his Assistant, Norm Samra, 
who met the challenge without missing a beat. 

The year began with a well-attended Children’s 
Christmas Party held two days after the annual meeting in 
December.  It featured slot-car racing, a live magician, a 
catered brunch, and of course Santa himself (thanks to 
Cormac O’Byrne).  The children and their parents all had a 
great time, even when the magician stuck swords through a 
box containing the Commodore’s head. 

Next was the Commodore’s Ball held on January 27, 
1996 at the Lochmoor Club.  It was a huge success.  Pat 
Clark served as Master of Ceremonies and the band, 
Espresso, put on a great show.  Many of the visiting 
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Commodores went out of their way to compliment the Club 
and let us know how much they enjoyed the first DRYA Ball 
of the year.  Lynne and I proceeded to attend every other 
Commodore’s Ball of the year, except one. 

The year continued with many social events, 
including a Ski Weekend held at the Krag’s house in Point 
aux Barques (including a luncheon at the Ernst’s house in 
Grindstone City) where we had nice sunny weather and very 
little snow; a Dry Dock arranged by Sandy Wellet (Fleet 
Surgeon) which enabled several members to earn their 
certification in CPR; the annual St. Patrick’s Day Party, 
which was a sell-out once again; another Dry Dock at the 
UK Sail Loft on Sail Technology and Evolution of Materials; 
the Commodore’s Steak Roast held at Tompkins Center 
featuring a barbershop quartet, a marine equipment flea 
market, and lots of fun and games; our Spring party entitled 
“So Ye Wan’s to Be a Pirate” where everyone came decked 
out like pirates and the games were a big hit; the Fleet 
Blessing just before the boats headed out for the Spring 
Rendezvous at Belle River, Ontario where the participation 
was limited, but everyone who did attend had a wonderful 
time; a well-attended and very popular Regatta Cocktail 
Party at the Steven’s house and Regatta Awards Dinner at 
Tompkins Center (where we kept it simple with coney dogs, 
chips, and beer provided by Miller Brewing Company); an 
aborted Summer Rendezvous and Couples Race due to a lack 
of registrations (we tried adding a third rendezvous in the 
Fall and the Summer event faltered); a Ladies Day Race and 
Party that was well-attended by our lady skippers and 
featured some good weather; the reinstitution of a Race 
Committee Appreciation Party after the last race of the 
Sundown Series; a successful Fall Rendezvous/Annual 
Breakfast at Cove Marina on Labor Day weekend, which 
included the previously aborted Couples Race; a New 
Member’s Cocktail Party hosted by Prudy and Charlie Billiu 
at their home in Harrison Township; the Frostbite Regatta 
Awards Party; the Lobster Roast on October 26th, which was 
another sell-out; the Annual Awards Banquet; a very popular 
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wine-tasting Dry Dock in November; and, finally, the 
Annual Meeting and Children’s Christmas Party (we decided 
that the outgoing administration should handle this party for 
the newly elected Commodore). 

The racing programs featured a new course for the 
Sundown Series to avoid the weeds that were creating 
problems for deep keel boats near the DRYA “C” mark, a 
continuation of the new course implemented for the Annual 
Regatta the previous year with a finish off Windmill Pointe 
Pier, videotaping the starts/finishes on Tuesday Nights, and a 
reorganized Fall Series that included the entire series in only 
two weekends. 

Other highlights included an extra mid-summer issue 
of the Anchorline (Jerry Partridge did a great job as editor) 
and a roster that included more advertising than ever and 
became a real money-maker for the Club (Bill Harbert 
spearheaded that effort). 

My wife, Lynne, and I really enjoyed our year 
representing the Club and we will cherish our memories of 
that year forever. 

 
Com. Larry Haggart 
 
 
OTHER NOTEWORTHY EVENTS THAT 

TOOK PLACE IN 1996 

After a 17-year FBI search, Theodore Kaczynski is turned in 
by his brother as the Unabomber. Nineteen U.S. servicemen 
are killed and hundreds wounded in Saudi Arabia when a 
bomb explodes in front of an apartment complex housing 
military personnel.  Minutes after taking off from JFK 
International Airport, TWA flight 800 explodes off the coast 
of Long Island, killing 230 on board. At age 20, Tiger 
Woods wins the U.S. Amateur Golf Tournament for the 
third year in a row and turns pro. Prince Charles and 
Princess Diana are divorced. 
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1997  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
  

Commodore Mike Comerford 
Vice Commodore Mike Krag 
Rear Commodore Frank Ferry 
Past Commodore Larry Haggart 
Director Prudy Billiu 
Director Bob Schappe 
Director Brian O'Byrne 
Director Ken Suddick 

 
OTHER FLAG OFFICERS  

 
Secretary Glory Schappe 
Treasurer Norm Samra 
Fleet Captains Andy & Alice Baetz 

Assistant Les Roddis 
Fleet Surgeon Dr. Don Ragan 
Fleet Chaplain Pete Warner 
Fleet Measurer Stu Kevelighan 

 
COMMITTEES  

 
Anchorline Jerry Partridge 
 Assistant Gerry Krag 
Awards John Jamieson 
Budget & Finance  Budget & Finance 
Charter and By-Laws Cynthia Yott 
Dock & Supply Edie O'Byrne 
Dry Dock Bob Schappe 
EDP Dave Wetzel 
Entertainment John & Kelee Teodecki 
Junior Race Sue Steiger 
Membership Prudy Riley Billiu 
Office Manager Pete & Cynthia Warner 
Planning Bill Kuester 
Power Boat Franz Prohaska 
Publicity  Bill Harbert 
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Race Fred Meers 
 Support Jim & Maureen Graham 
 Reg. & Results Barbara Olsen 
 SRO Com. Ed Olsen 
 Protest Com. Larry Haggart 
Regatta John Sampson 
 Assistant Brian Brodhead 
Risk Com. Dennis Cotter 
Roster Bill Harbert  

Wendy Niven 
Video/Photo Records Ken Suddick 
DRYA Delegates Stu Kevelighan 
 Andrew Morlan 
ILYA Delegates Com. Jay Deeds 
 Frank Michell 

 
 

TO:  THE CLUB HISTORIAN 
 
FROM:   P/COM. Mike Comerford - 1997 
 
DATE:  12-28-98 
 

The onerous task of committing the Club's history to 
the English language, for delectation of posterity falls to you. 
Therefore I have resisted the temptation of listing a boring 
and repetitive recitation of the happenings of 1997. Let's face 
it; one year is much like the next. Instead, I have decided to 
include a few official records of the year together with some 
interesting and whimsical occurrences of that year. 

You can assume that, if a specific event is not noted, 
it went off satisfactorily. Races were raced. Regattas were 
regatted and parties partied! 
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PRE-97 EVENTS 
 

A couple of items worth noting from my years as 
Rear and Vice that may be overlooked in the wealth of 
material that you, good historian are trolling. 

1995   Regatta A/B course changed so as to finish 
off Windmill Pointe pier. I changed this to 
make the regatta a GPSC event and not just 
another Saturday race. Avid racers objected to 
the lack of a "windward-leeward" course but 
in general it was accepted as better for the 
Club, easier to organize (appreciated by 
DRYA) and providing spectacular views of 
racing sailboats for members and the public at 
large. 

1996  I introduced inflatable "tetrahedron" course 
buoys. The reason was twofold, namely: 
1. The reduce damage to mark-setting 
power boats caused by "hard buoys" 
2.  To improve the buoys' visibility, 
particularly in failing light.  
I started videoing the Sundown Series of 
Tuesday evening races and showing the video 
later the same evening at Nolan's Pub. 

 
1997 - The 49th year of the Grosse Pointe Sail Club 

 
ISSUES and EVENTS (and a few statistics) 
 

·  When the '96 annual meeting ended, the whole 
bridge, ably supported by sundry members and other 
riff-raff retreated to Nolan's Pub on Jefferson at 
Beaconsfield and added to the merriment occurring 
therein. They were entertained by a bag-piper named 
Doug Cutter who was hired on the spot to play at the 
upcoming Commodores Ball.  

·  On December 30, 1996, Frank Ferry was driving 
along I 75-without a care in the world. As he 
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answered his car phone, he little realized that his 
peace was about to be shattered. He learned from 
Com. Comerford that the Board had just appointed 
him Rear Commodore to fill the vacancy left by 
freshly elected and recently resigned, "almost" Rear 
Commodore Sharon Downs, who had come in ahead 
of Frank in the ballot a few weeks earlier. Sharon's 
husband, Com. John Downs (1990) had a job transfer 
to Sarasota, Florida. The members wept and wailed 
but to no avail and the Downs, boat and all, upped 
anchor and headed for the sun. Meanwhile, now-Rear 
Com. Frank Ferry stepped up to the plate and took his 
punishment like a man. 

·  The Ball, at the Country Club of Detroit was a swell 
event. The Commodore behaved himself even though 
thoroughly roasted by the previous Irish commodore, 
Cormac O'Byrne (1986). Doug Cutter, the piper was 
a great success receiving much attention and 
improper suggestions from the ladies. It was the bare 
knees, according to Jerry Krag. 

·  At the February Board Meeting, Com. Comerford 
introduced those assembled there to "The Bell". It 
was, he explained, the nautical equivalent of a gavel. 
It would be struck to signal the beginning and end of 
meetings and to call the meeting to order in the event 
of unruly behavior or, more likely, unseemly cross-
talk by typically vociferous members. The "Bell" was 
a typical GPSC team project. Com. O'Byrne donated 
the bell itself, the clapper was contrived by Vice 
Com. Krag and the varnished mahogany "yacht-
under-sail" mounting was the work of Rear Com. 
Ferry. 

·  Dock and Supply was radically overhauled by Edie 
O'Byrne. First the board, prompted by the 
Commodore, agreed that Club merchandise should no 
longer be sold at cost. Edie reviewed the inventory, 
decided that the both the quality and range of 
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merchandise was woefully inadequate and set about 
putting matters right. The new range of quality 
goods, now marked up in price and significantly 
more expensive than heretofore, proved to be a hit 
with members and the redoubtable Edie achieved 
record sales at a 17% gross profit. 

·  Ken Suddick took over the Video portfolio and added 
still photographs to his role. At the Awards Night, 
Ken put on an exhibition of his work. He displayed 
beautiful color photographs of every boat that 
participated in the Sundown Series. He sold about 40 
photographs at $20 each and turned his profit over to 
the Race Committee. 

·  For the first time, our Club burgee flew over the 
Tompkins Center during the sailing season thanks the 
initiative of Bill Harbert, chairman of the publicity 
committee. 

·  The Fleet Blessing (June 7th) was notable, not only 
for the excellent work of Fr. Tim Pelc of St. 
Ambrose, but also for the fact that the engine in the 
Commodore's "new" boat failed just before the event 
got underway. Disaster was averted by a tow from. 
Com. Howard Riley aboard his Jouet 42, Tresor. 
However the blessing must have worked because the 
engine responded to the subsequent "laying on of 
hands" by Com. Riley and has not faltered since. 

·  A windstorm ripped through the area on July 2nd. 
Sadly five people, members of a family of seven all 
of whom were blown into the lake off the Farm's pier, 
were drowned. Over 400 trees on public property in 
Grosse Pointe Park were destroyed. Countless other 
trees on private property were uprooted. Homes were 
damaged by the wind or from falling trees. An idea of 
the resulting chaos can be gauged from the reports 
that it took over an hour and a half to drive from 
Mack Avenue to Windmill Pointe due to streets 
blocked by fallen trees. Two fearless members, the 
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Commodore and Dr. Bob Schappe went to Windmill 
Pointe Marina expecting to find hurricane style 
devastation. Thankfully the storm spared the marina 
and none of the boats suffered damage. However all 
received a thorough wash from the torrential rain. 
Our Regatta was scheduled to take place only a few 
days later and John and Betty Stephens, our 
traditional Regatta cocktail party hosts, did a heroic 
job to clean up their lake front yard in time for the 
party. They did apologize for the lack of garden 
furniture. Apparently it had all been picked up by the 
wind and deposited in the lake about fifty yards from 
shore! 

·  At times it seemed that the windstorm was the only 
wind we got all season. It was as if all the season's 
wind happened on one day in the matter of a couple 
of hours. The Regatta like many other races during 
the year was shortened through lack of wind. Mike 
Comerford became known to some as the 
"Commodore of No Wind". What an insult to an 
Irishman! 

·  The Club and the City of Grosse Pointe Park agreed 
to cooperate in promoting two rendezvous, one to 
Belle River and the other to the Thames River. The 
Commodore and Bill Harbert (Publicity Chair) 
mailed all nonmember marina boat owners and the 
City posted notices. Over a dozen boats participated 
in each event and four new members joined as a 
result. 

·  "Point-to-point" or "Windward-Leeward" was a 
recurring topic. It came up in every discussion of race 
course design and particularly at Regatta time. This 
reflected an ongoing conflict in the DRYA between 
hard core racing sailors who wanted the more 
competitive "windward-leeward" course and the 
more laid back "round-the-cans" racers. The Club's 
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Regatta committee, lead by John Sampson tried for a 
compromise by at least ensuring a windward start. 

·  Two members carried the GPSC burgee with honors 
outside our local waters. John Sampson sailed his S2 
7.9, Rugger to 2nd in class and 5th overall at the Mid 
Winter MORC series at Davis Island near Tampa. 
(John went on to win first overall in the MORC 
Nationals on Lake Huron at Sarnia Yacht Club in 
1998). Meanwhile the Hobie 33, Stealth piloted by 
Stu Kevelighan (1996 DRYA overall champion) lost 
its mast while "in the money" at the SORC at Miami 
but went on to take third in the Hobie 33 Nationals at 
Chicago. 

·  Awards Night reached a new high. Vice Com. Krag 
harnessed the power of new members Nancy 
McDonald and husband David to augment his own 
considerable organizing ability to put on a show that 
brought repeated praise from sailboat racers of other 
clubs and our own members alike. 

·  Com. Bill McCourt (1970) and Laura were welcome 
visitors to the Club in 1997. For many years their 
annual newsletter about their cruising adventures 
aboard their 45 foot Moody Tinamara had featured in 
Anchorline. It was great to meet them in person at a 
Dry Dock at Dunleavy's Bar in Detroit in November. 
All present agreed that the meeting was too short 
because of the flood of questions about the McCourt's 
experiences and exciting lifestyle. 

·  On the organizational side the Commodore 
encouraged the Vice and Rear Commodores to 
participate in Commodore activities so as to better 
prepare them for their commodore role. For instance 
both were on the Commodores Ball committee. Vice 
Com. Krag was involved in appointing assistant 
chairs for most critical functions. Again this helped 
the assistants when they took the senior role the 
following year.  
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·  The late arrival of the Roster became a hot issue. It 
was March before it saw the light of day. The Board 
and certain vociferous past commodores were upset. 
This was nothing new. The root cause was that 
traditionally, no real work started until the new 
Bridge was in place at year's end. It was decided to 
end this practice and that the Vice Commodore 
should appoint his committee and start work on the 
Roster in September. Dues notices were brought 
forward by a month to the beginning of November, 
with a December cut-off date. The result was that in 
1998, the Roster was presented to members at the 
Commodores Ball on January 17th. 

·  Com. Ed Olsen (1991) was elected Rear Commodore 
of DRYA 

 
·  For the record, in 1997: 

 
The Club had 198 Members in all classes. Five more 
new members joined the Club than were lost due to 
resignations. 
There were 102 boats registered to Members of 
which 45 occupied slips at Windmill Pointe Marina. 
This latter included 5 power boats. 
123 boats started in the Club Regatta on July 5th. 
118 boats were registered for the Sundown Series. 
32 registered for the Fall Series but only 6 actually 
raced. 
There were 6 participants in the Frostbite race and 4 
in the Ladies race. 
The Club had total revenues of $17,102.95 against 
expenditures of $16,051.70 giving a surplus for the 
year of $1,051.25. Members Equity stood at 
$32,841.00 
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OTHER NOTEWORTHY EVENTS THAT 

TOOK PLACE IN 1997 
 

O.J. Simpson loses a civil case to the families of Nicole 
Brown Simpson and Ron Goldman.  Timothy McVeigh is 
found guilty of the Oklahoma City bombing. Princess Diana 
is killed in an automobile crash with Dodi Fayed.  Mother 
Teresa of Calcutta dies of a heart attack.  Iraq expels 
members of the UN Inspection Team who were attempting 
to ascertain the presence of nuclear and biological weapons. 
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1998  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
  

Commodore Mike Krag 
Vice Commodore Frank Ferry 
Rear Commodore Bob Schappe 
Past Commodore Mike Comerford 
Director John Jamieson 
Director Brian O'Byrne 
Director Barb Olsen 
Director Ken Suddick 

 
OTHER FLAG OFFICERS  

 
Secretary Alice Baetz 
Treasurer Norm Samra 
Fleet Captain Les Roddis 
Fleet Measurer Stu Kevelighan 
Fleet Surgeon Dr. Larry Herzog 
Fleet Chaplain Beth Gibney 

 
COMMITTEES  

 
Anchorline Bill Harbert 
Awards John Jamieson 
Budget & Finance  Com. Mike Comerford 
Charter and By-Laws Vicky Colwell 
Dock & Supply Edie O'Byrne 
Dry Dock Kelee & John Teodecki 
EDP Dave Wetzel 
Entertainment Dave & Nancy MacDonald 
Junior Race Program Sue Steiger 
Membership Dave Wetzel 
Planning Com. Larry Haggart 
Powerboat Peter D'Angelo 
Publicity  Bill Kuester 
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Race Ron Morketter, Chair 
 Assistant Glory Schappe 
 Support Jerry Partridge 

Jim Graham 
 Reg. & Results Barbara Olsen 
 SRO Com. Ed Olsen 
 Protest John Sampson 
Regatta Fred Meers 
Risk Com. Dennis Cotter 
Roster Bill Harbert 

Wendy Niven 
Video/Photo Records Ken Suddick 
DRYA Delegates Stu Kevelighan 
 Andrew Morlan 
ILYA Delegate Frank Michell 

 
GROSSE POINTE SAIL CLUB  

Its 50th Year 
 

It started as it usually does - with the phone call. This 
one, from Past Commodore Patty Curtis-Gough, sounded 
innocent enough. "Would you like to run for Rear?" she said 
politely. "Well, why not" I said. I was asked to update my 
personal history for the Anchorline, voted for myself along 
with a couple of other people, and promptly lost to Michael 
Comerford. Wow! That was close. 

 
But the next year was different. I ran again and won 

and started to take the job seriously. It was at the 
Commodore's Ball that year (1996) that we were talking 
about what we could do to celebrate the club's 50th year. It 
was then that I realized, as did my wife, that it was OUR 
year! Not only would we have to steer the ship but throw in a 
unique logo, special burgees, a special party, special awards, 
etc. etc. etc. 

 
We couldn't dodge the bullet. It hit us that it was our 

job to pull this off. So we started putting down all 
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suggestions, weeding out the ridiculous ones and challenging 
ourselves to figure out the best way to celebrate the occasion. 
Both Gerry and I had been instrumental in celebrating a 
100th year of a resort in the thumb of Michigan so we fell 
back on that experience. We worked on the plans for two 
years!  

 
So when the gavel fell and I was Commodore, much 

of what we had in mind was already on the drawing board. 
Certain people had been groomed for certain committee 
chairs and by the time I did ask them, they were conditioned 
to say "OK I guess". That was good enough for us! 

 
On January 5th, we were saddened by the passing of 

Com. Robert Curtis, Commodore of the club in 1982. Many 
GPSC members attended the funeral. We had lost a great 
Commodore and a good friend. 

 
With a great set of committee chairs, we set sail for 

the 50th year. Our first event was the first Board meeting. To 
get everyone to meet and talk to each other, we hosted a brief 
social hour and lasagna dinner with nametags for everyone 
so the new members wouldn't have to struggle. It went well 
and the meeting, as well as almost all the others, got out 
BEFORE 9:00 pm - a goal I set for myself. 

 
The Commodore's Ball was next. Gold was the theme 

for the 50th. The War Memorial was decked out with gold 
everywhere - candlesticks, brass sailboats on each table, etc. 
Every couple received a wine decanter with the 50th logo on 
it and the visiting clubs received one with their club's logo on 
it and the event and date at the bottom. These were made in 
our basement. The evening was choreographed to allow all 
speeches and pomp to be over by 9:00pm. Cormac O'Byrne 
and Howard Riley were the MCs and made sure it happened. 
The band got wild, as did the guests, and we ended up the 
evening at our house on Bedford around the piano making 
what some might say was "music". As everyone departed, 
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they were handed the 1998 roster by Bill Harbert and Wendy 
Niven! It had been fully prepared and printed, complete with 
ads, by Jan. 17th - a new record! 

 
The Ski Weekend was next, held at our cottage at 

Pointe aux Barques at the tip of the thumb of Michigan. As 
in the past, it revolves around 90% partying and 10% skiing. 
It was a good chance to get some fresh air, some good quiet 
time and get to know people better. Com. Ed Olsen once 
again was the official sommelier handing out the wine at 
dinner. Then it was time to see how many people could fit 
into the hot tub. We set the record with 13! 

 
On to the St. Patrick's Day party. Being a token 

Irishman (I'm really Danish/English) takes some practice, 
and so the Blarney Stones band practiced for two months. 
Being the 10th year of our existence, the old songs came 
easy and we added a few new ones. Edie and Cormac 
O'Byrne worked extremely hard along with Nancy and Dave 
MacDonald to put on a wonderful, albeit somewhat drunk, 
party. Hats off to all! 

 
A custom 50th anniversary burgee design was 

approved by the board and several burgees were made of 
various sizes. The largest one was donated by the 
Commodores Council (originally the Blue Gavel but 
renamed in February when the past commodores voted to get 
out of the national organization) and was flown above the 
Tompkins Center. Smaller burgees were flown on the 
masthead during races. Still smaller ones were sold through 
Dock and Supply to individual members. The large one was 
presented to me at the 1999 Commodore's Ball by then 
Commodore Frank Ferry. John Jamieson designed custom 
50th anniversary flags as awards for the racing program and 
those were a big hit at the Awards Party in October. 

 
The Commodore's Steak Roast was very successful, 

but we missed it due to the Great Lakes Commodore's Ball. 
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Starting with our Ball in January, Gerry and I had been 
meeting fellow Commodores from all the SE Michigan clubs 
and very much enjoyed the relationships that developed. We 
did enjoy putting the event on the next year, and got the past 
commodores to dress like chefs and wait on tables. I played 
French songs on a simulated portable grand piano and the 
event was billed as the "Commodore's Cabaret". Tips were 
given to the waiters and then pooled with the 50-50 to 
produce two $100 winners! 

 
Meanwhile, the America True syndicate was in full 

swing getting ready to build a boat(s) for the 2000 America's 
Cup challenge. Dawn Riley was head of the syndicate, and 
also daughter of member Prudy Riley Billiu so the club was 
anxious to support her efforts in any way it could. Some 50-
50 monies were given to the cause, the club treasury kicked 
in and when she came to town on fund-raising visits, GPSC 
club members were in full attendance. Ten members, 
including Gerry and me, went to New Zealand to see the 
racing in the fall of 1999. 

 
The racing within the club went well, under the able 

leadership of Ron Morketter and ample help from Com. Ed 
and Barbara Olsen, Glory Schappe, Jerry Partridge and John 
Sampson. The Regatta was well organized by Fred Meers 
and Jim Krieger. The Dry Docks were well attended and 
interesting, under the leadership of Kelee Teodecki. The 
clock ticked to the 50th Anniversary Party. 

 
September 12th was the date the club was founded 

back in 1948. So it was fitting to celebrate the 50th on that 
date. It happened to be a Saturday and we had booked the 
Tompkins Center eleven months earlier to ensure we got it. 
We enlisted the Commodores Council to find as many past 
Commodores as possible and get them to attend. We had 
gold invitations made and sent to the Mayor and Parks and 
Recreation officials. We rented a huge tent and put it next to 
the Tompkins Center since we wanted the food service and 
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social gatherings separate. The tireless efforts of our 
committee and especially Nancy MacDonald to get the many 
details in order were much appreciated. 

 
We put out the word we needed white miniature 

Christmas lights and we got tons of them. We put them 
everywhere. I'll never forget seeing Beth Kurta, 8 months 
pregnant, on a step stool stringing lights! We weren't sure 
how it was going to look but the more lights the better. The 
weather was warm and clear with a gentle breeze off the 
river. The bar opened promptly at 6:00 pm and the social 
hour began to the tunes provided by our son's band "The 
Epstein Trio". 

 
After a complete and sumptuous dinner, I took the 

podium and gave a brief intro, followed by Com. Cormac 
O’Byrne who gave a brief history of the club. Com. Norm 
Rogers also reminisced and then I introduced the Mayor of 
Grosse Pointe Park, Palmer Heenan. He gave a wonderful 
talk, centered around how lucky the club was to have him to 
take care of the marina, the concessions, the tennis courts, 
etc. We know!!! 

 
Custom lapel pins had been designed and made, 

round with the burgee in the center and three silver stars 
above it. All of the Commodores were called up, in order of 
their service, and presented with their pins. Jay Deeds was 
the oldest Commodore in attendance. I had 50 pins made, so 
future years would be covered also. The Commodores then 
took their places in homemade bleachers and after all were 
introduced, it was a Kodak moment. That picture, along with 
a beautiful write-up, made the front page of Section B of the 
Grosse Pointe News the following Thursday! 

 
We got a smooth jazz band, Tom Sanders, to play 

after the festivities. His tunes allowed for dancing on the 
patio or just conversing in the tent. The evening was 
beautiful, the freighters gliding by quietly, the twinkling of 
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the lights, the soft tunes, and a collection of past 
commodores that had a lot of catching up to do. We were 
proud to have had a part in it. 

 
From our point of view, the rest of the year was anti-

climactic. The New Members Party was hastily moved to our 
house due to the death of a relative in the original house. The 
Frostbite race, Lobster Roast, Awards banquet, annual 
meeting and Christmas party all went well. We had some 
great committee chairs. 

 
As I look back on the 50th year, I am happy that we 

were able to be a part of it. It was a lot of work, but well 
worth it. We continued to make many friends in the Club and 
when we moved from Grosse Pointe three years later, we 
remarked as we were driving out of town that we would miss 
the G.P.S.C. and its members the most. 

 
Com. Mike and Gerry Krag 
 
 
 

OTHER NOTEWORTHY EVENTS THAT 
TOOK PLACE IN 1998 

 

The Good Friday Accord is signed after 30 years of violence 
in Northern Ireland. 258 people are killed when American 
embassies are destroyed by bombings orchestrated by 
Osama bin Laden.  President Clinton is impeached for lying 
to a grand jury. The United States and Britain launch air 
strikes at Iraqi targets for its failure to cooperate with the 
UN weapons inspections.  
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City of Grosse Pointe Park 
Appreciation Award 

 
Grosse Pointe Sail Club 

 
Presented to the Grosse Pointe Sail Club in recognition of their fifty 
years of enthusiastic support of boating activities at the Windmill Pointe 
Park marina. 
 

Given on the 50th Anniversary of its founding. 
September 12, 1948 – September 12, 1998 

 
Palmer T. Heenan – Mayor 
City of Grosse Pointe Park 

 
 

This plaque, displayed in the Tompkins Center, celebrates 
the close relationship between the City of Grosse Pointe Park 
and the Grosse Pointe Sail Club. 
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SAIL CLUB EVENTS 
 
 

Every year, well in advance, the Club leadership 
plans the various activities of the club.  This can be an 
opportunity for the Commodore to tailor the calendar in a 
small way to reflect his own desires and proclivities.  Many 
of the Club’s events are traditional and essentially 
immovable, tied to the season and confined to their usual 
place on the calendar.  Nevertheless, there are opportunities 
within that framework for some individual expression, which 
has manifested itself in various ways over the years.  This 
chapter will explore some of those events.  Some have 
persisted in various forms, some have come and gone as 
tastes and interests change.  They are presented in roughly 
chronological order, with some random thoughts on some of 
the more memorable ones. 

The high point of each Commodore’s tenure comes at 
the very beginning of the year, the Commodore’s Ball.  
Traditionally, GPSC leads off the “Season” of the Balls of 
the various clubs of the DRYA.  Not having a clubhouse 
allows us to have the Ball at a site selected by the 
Commodore, and over the years, those sites have reflected 
the tastes and proclivities of our Commodores.  A wide 
variety of locations, as reflected in the included listing, has 
allowed our members to enjoy the ambience available at 
many pleasant east side venues.  A few stand out as 
particularly memorable, such as the officers club at 
Selfridge, where the decorating committee was greeted by 
the prospect of 50¢ cocktails during happy hour. 

The Ball itself is steeped in its own traditions.  The 
Club has always turned out in force to salute the Commodore 
and create a memorable experience for the visiting 
Commodores from the various DRYA clubs in attendance.  
Greeters meet the incoming guests and welcome them with 
friendly salutations while providing them with the basic 
information they will need to know to enjoy the evening to 
the fullest.  Visiting Commodores are escorted to their seats 
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after being grandly introduced to the gathering.  Similarly, 
past GPSC Commodores are presented, culminating in the 
presentation of the honoree.  Traditional toasts and greetings 
precede dinner, which is followed by some necessary 
“speechifying”, capped off by a traditional serenade of the 
Commodore to the strains of “We Love our Commodore”, a 
song the origins of which are mercifully lost in the mists of 
time.  Dancing and general frivolity are on the agenda for the 
remainder of the evening.  Generally, the Ball is followed by 
an “afterglow” extending into the wee hours.  

Each Club has its own traditions and flavor for its 
Commodore’s Ball, but as GPSC comes first on the calendar, 
it is our expectation to set a high standard for the others to 
emulate.  One of the nice touches of our Ball is the hand 
calligraphy provided by Denise Cotter since the early 1980’s.  
Denise always comes to the Ball prepared for last minute 
changes, such as when a visiting Commodore sends a 
substitute.  The substitute is invariably impressed to find his 
own name on the place card waiting for him at his assigned 
seat at the table.  Once launched onto his year by the fading 
echoes of the Ball, the Commodore and his crew set about to 
provide a full schedule of memorable events to entertain the 
membership through the following months. 

In the early 1980’s, when the energy crisis of the 70’s 
began to abate, the idea of a road rally emerged as a way to 
challenge the navigation skills of our sailors during the early 
spring while the boats were still high and dry.  The event 
first appears in the 1980 calendar of Commodore Masek.  
The general format was to allow the members to enter teams 
who could figure out the relatively cryptic clues given to 
reach certain pre-designated check points and ultimately 
arrive at the final destination where, quite naturally, a party 
broke out.  Penalties were imposed for excessive mileage or 
excessive resort to plain language directions which may have 
been necessitated by a failure to properly noodle out the 
clues.  It was soon determined that more passengers on the 
team might well improve the odds of at least one being able 
to actually figure out what the proper answers to the various 
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riddles might be.  On at least one occasion, a bus complete 
with restroom was employed, although not necessarily to 
great effect.  One of the plusses to the event was to introduce 
Grosse Pointers to various other parts of the Detroit area.  
One rally carried the contestants on a “pilgrimage”, visiting 
various churches around town, including Church’s Lumber 
and Church’s Fried Chicken.  Eventually, a grand trophy was 
created to memorialize the winners.  If memory serves, the 
trophy consisted of a chrome plated wheel mounted on a 
suitably commodious board.  Sadly, the event went out of 
fashion, perhaps due to the thought of having to 
accommodate the large trophy for an entire year, or perhaps 
because of the other requirement that accompanied winning, 
namely the responsibility for organizing the event for the 
following year. 
 

 
 

Larry Cotter contemplates the honor of his award 
received from Jim Grogan at the Road Rally while 
Tony Nelson looks on with sympathy. 

 
Eventually supplanting the Road Rally on the 

calendar was the St. Patrick’s Day party organized by the 
Club’s true Irish contingent including Cormac and Edie 
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O’Byrne, Brian and Peggy O’Byrne, with substantial help 
from the rest of the O’Byrne clan, the Comerfords, the 
Fitzgeralds, the Grogans, and the O’Krags (or was it the 
McKrags?)  In addition to a delightful meal of Irish stew, 
soda bread and all the fixin’s, authentic Irish dancing as well 
as singing by the Blarney Stones made for a grand evening. 

During the early 80’s, at the invitation of Boyd and 
Martha Schmidlin, the club’s annual Pig Roast was started.  
Com. Schmidlin at that time lived on waterfront property on 
the Black Creek across a small lagoon from Metropolitan 
Beach.  Members came by land and sea to join in the event.  
In a pit in the yard, a charcoal fire would be laid and the 
roasting of the pig would usually begin early in the morning 
and continue all day on a motorized spit built by Boyd for 
the purpose.  Of course, some of the members would come 
up on their yachts the night before to assist in the 
preparations.  This hardy crew, well fortified with 
appropriate libations, would carefully tend the entire roasting 
process, such that by evening, the pig and the participants 
would be well done. 
 

 
Com. Bob Stearns, Com. Orv Sherwood, Becky Fasulo and 
Anne Curtis make sure all is in readiness at the Margarita 
Bar for the Pig Roast held at the Schmidlins’ place. 
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In addition to the trip to the Schmidlins’ for the pig 
roast, which tended to be an early summer event, a late 
summer favorite was the Metro Rendezvous.  The usual 
format was  for participating yachts to gather near a buoy 
near 9 Mile Road, just north of Gaukler Point, and then to 
“race” from there to Metro Beach Marina, using motors only 
when necessary.  A fond memory of the “race” is watching 
Commodore Boddy single-handedly serve as the entire race 
committee aboard his yacht Windquest, simultaneously 
(more or less) firing the cannon and hoisting flags to start the 
race, then pulling up anchor and joining in the chase.  
Participants, whether arriving by land or sea were given a 
lovely hand-engraved memento cup made of the finest 
aluminum and plastic for their efforts.  The race was usually 
conducted on the weekend after Labor Day when the crowds 
at Metro were a bit less.  A Saturday night pot-luck supper 
was followed by a huge Sunday morning breakfast prepared 
on the spot by the committee.  

Commodore Don Pollock was a great fan of square 
dancing.  During his years on the bridge he made 
arrangements to bring in a caller on a number of occasions 
for the edification of the rest of the club.  Following dinner 
we would push the tables to one end of the room in what is 
now the Tompkins Center and gather at the other end to do-
si-do until we dropped.  After a little practice, with a good 
caller, everybody would really get the hang of it.  An 
occasional misstep would keep the dancers loose. 

Numerous events have continued to be traditions in 
the Club.  The past commodores traditionally put on their 
annual Steak Roast every spring.  Organizing this event falls 
on the shoulders of the immediate past commodore, who, of 
course has no experience with the event other than attending 
it.  Since organizing a group of commodores to do anything 
is approximately like herding cats, it is a great wonder that 
the event actually comes off every year.  By mysterious 
processes, not to be revealed here, the Commodores Steak 
Roast continues to be an event that proves to be a welcome 
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break from bottom painting and other springtime concerns of 
GPSC sailors. 

After some false starts and missed opportunities, the 
annual Fleet Blessing got off the ground in 1989.  It has 
continued and has proved to be a fun way to “officially” 
open the sailing season.  Members use it as another excuse to 
get out on the water and to show off their “laundry”, 
displaying their trophy flags from every available halyard. 

The Tuesday night “Sundown Series” kicks off near 
Memorial Day every summer.  It has been traditional to staff 
the race committee for the first and last race with 
commodores in uniform.  Commodores may not do a better 
job on the dock than the regular race committee, but they 
like to think that they do and the Club continues to humor 
them in that regard.  At the end of the first and last races, it 
has also been traditional to gather for a post-race party 
fuelled by a keg or two and hors d’oeuvres brought by 
members for the enjoyment of race committee and sailors.  
These informal gatherings have always been very popular 
and are a most pleasant way to kick off and close out the 
Sundown Series.  A tradition that has faded in recent years 
was that of dressing up for the last race.  Perhaps it was 
inspired by seeing the Commodores in full uniform on the 
dock.  Led mostly by the Crescent sailors, much of the fleet 
would show up “in costume” for the last Tuesday race.  One 
never was quite sure what to expect as the boats came by the 
dock in pre-start action. 

A long-standing traditional event of the Club is the 
annual Frostbite Race.  The event is held on a Sunday in 
October, “come blow or snow”, and it has been cancelled 
only once due to weather, but that was due to a total absence 
of wind, making impossible our usual up current start off the 
Windmill Pointe dock.  And who can forget the spectator 
entertainment provided by Commodore Lenhard’s Foxy 
running hard aground just at the start of the 1977 Frostbite 
Race.  In recent years, the Race has been “spiced up” with 
the addition of a chili contest as part of the awards party that 
immediately follows the race.  
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No discussion of GPSC events would be complete 
without reference to the annual Lobster Roast, held every 
October since whenever.  This exceedingly popular event 
never fails to draw out the membership who come for the 
fresh steamed whole lobster and char-grilled steaks that form 
the heart of the menu.  Around that unchangeable foundation 
is constructed a feast that might be varied slightly by the 
committee in any given year with the variety coming in the 
salads, desserts or other areas.  As is usual with GPSC 
events, the membership pitches in to help with everything 
from decorations to cleanup to make the evening special. 

The Annual Meeting is held, as required by the By-
Laws, every year, in early December.  The Club’s formal 
business is conducted at the Annual Meeting, including 
reports to the Membership and election of officers.  Prior to 
the 1980’s, it was customary to close the heavy doors 
separating the two halves of the “bathhouse” for the actual 
meeting.  That way the members (pretty nearly all men back 
then) could conduct their meeting while the women had a 
much better time catching up on the other side of the doors.  
The addition of female members, and more importantly, 
spousal members, prompted Commodore Schmidlin to open 
the meeting to all and make it a social as well as a business 
occasion.  One thing that has not changed about the Annual 
Meeting is the general spirit of irreverence that permeates the 
proceedings.  No one in the club, from the Commodore on 
down, is permitted to take himself too seriously, and the 
Annual Meeting seems to be the opportunity for the 
membership to make that general principal widely known.  
One of the trappings of office for the incoming Commodore 
to assume at the Annual Meeting is the famous “Four 
Monkeys” statue, donated to the Club by Commodore 
Sherwood.  Its message: “Hear No Evil, See No Evil, Speak 
No Evil, Do No Evil.” 

The year is rounded out with the Annual Children’s 
Christmas Party, usually held hard on the heels of the Annual 
Meeting.  This event has grown from a simple visit by Santa 
with gifts pulled from a sailbag and magically bearing the 
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names of the children in attendance to a somewhat elaborate 
Sunday brunch with magicians and clowns.  Where years 
ago, members’ children were thrilled by Santa, some of those 
“children” find themselves bringing their own children to 
experience the same fun.  

The Grosse Pointe Sail Club continues to strive for a 
well-rounded calendar of fun and interesting events 
throughout the year. 
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TRANSITIONS  
 

Outside the little enclave of Grosse Pointe, the world 
underwent huge changes during the 25 years from 1974 
through 1998, inclusive.  In 1974, the last throes of the war 
in Vietnam were unfolding.  The final chapter of Richard 
Nixon’s presidency was being written as he resigned 
following the Watergate scandal, and our only appointed 
president, Gerald Ford from Michigan took office.  A 
relatively new device, the integrated circuit chip was about 
to spawn a technological revolution by bringing enormous 
computing power to the everyday use of almost everyone in 
the civilized world.  A social phenomenon, then known as 
“Women’s Liberation,” was beginning to make changes that 
are still working their way through the fabric of life.  In a 
country far around the world, the Shah of Iran was presiding 
while his exiled enemies plotted their return. 

As that quarter century progressed, these forces and 
others blossomed and developed.  A far different world 
existed as the twentieth century wound down in 1998.  Not 
only had the integrated circuit chip worked its way into our 
telephones, cameras, personal computers automobiles, ovens 
and washing machines, but the Soviet Union, our adversary 
over the course of the seemingly endless “Cold War” had 
collapsed, leaving the United States as the sole “superpower” 
in the world.  It was stated in a book by Francis Fukuyama 
that the collapse of the Soviet Union was “the end of 
history”.  Not surprisingly, events would soon prove this not 
to be the case, as the forces of radical Islam rose to challenge 
the United States in many far flung areas and attempted to 
destroy the mighty symbol of capitalism known as the World 
Trade Center by means of an attack on February 26, 1993.  

These forces swirled around the world, and affected 
us here.  We also undertook to make some significant 
changes of our own which we will attempt to chronicle in 
this chapter. 

At the close of our first quarter century, the Grosse 
Pointe Sail Club was a society for gentlemen sailors, which, 



  94 

by definition, excluded the possibility of female members.  
That was how it was, and somehow, none of the members 
complained.  Of course, none of the members were excluded 
from anything, so there was simply no problem.  Women had 
always participated in the activities of the club, and the old 
pictures of club gatherings always included women.  They 
were, however, as non-members, not expected to participate 
in voting or to be officers of the club.  The annual meetings 
were almost always held, in that period of time, in the old 
bathhouse which is now the Tompkins Community Center.  
The building was constructed with an enormous folding door 
that closed off one end of the building from the other.  It was 
designed to separate the “boys” locker room from the “girls” 
locker room for changing clothes for the beach that occupied 
the west end of Windmill Point Park.  The annual meeting 
would see the big doors rumbled closed for the hallowed 
gathering, and the “girls” would be forced to entertain 
themselves while the men conducted the serious business of 
the Club in seclusion.   But all was not serene as the winds of 
change began to blow.  In the late 1970’s, the United States 
Power Squadrons found itself wrapped in controversy as 
women demanded admission to the organization.  The 
members, believing they belonged to a private club, fought 
back and hired expensive legal talent to defend what they 
perceived to be their right of free association.  After some 
adverse rulings that found the Power Squadrons to be a 
“public accommodation” as a result of its on-going mission 
of public education for boating safety, it became clear that 
the Grosse Pointe Sail Club, by virtue of its use of public 
property for its “office” and gathering space was vulnerable 
to pressure to open its ranks or possibly face eviction.   

The matter was brought to a head at the annual 
meeting in 1978.  Amendment of the By-Laws was required 
to admit women.  However reluctantly, the proposed 
amendment was duly published for voting at the annual 
meeting.  After some perfunctory discussion and mutterings 
about the need to “get with the times”, the matter was voted 
upon and soundly defeated.  The following year, the 
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proponents of the measure were better prepared with their 
arguments, the matter carried and in 1980, the Club admitted 
its first female member, Kathleen “Nod” Schulte.  Nod was a 
schoolteacher, a longtime sailor and perennial entrant in the 
Tuesday Night Sundown Series.  She sailed a Cal 20 named 
Recess.  The gates having been flung open, numerous female 
members eventually followed, and today, the whole concept 
of “No Girls Allowed” seems quaint, indeed. 

Another “revolution” which swept the world also had 
a significant impact on the way the Club does business.   
This, of course, is the “silicon” revolution.  From its 
inception, Club business and records were kept in the good 
old-fashioned way using ink and paper.  The old rosters and 
Anchorline were laboriously typed out on “stencils” and 
reproduced using an ancient duplicating machine known as 
the Gestetner.  There was an address plate engraved for each 
member, and some mysterious mechanical process gathered 
the plates and printed addresses as a crank was turned.  The 
process was messy, wasteful and time consuming, but better 
than writing them all out by hand, so it persisted.  The 
Gestetner and its ancillary equipment were stored in the 
“office”, which was housed in the area of the Tompkins 
Center now occupied by the coat racks at what has become 
the front entrance.  We also had a sink, stove and refrigerator 
in that area, and kept much of the race equipment there as 
well.  When it became obvious that we could dispense with 
the old machine, it was given a proper burial by a delegation 
of concerned members. 

In 1983 Commodore Sherwood appointed our first 
Electronic Data Processing Chair.  For many years, Dave 
Wetzel performed this valuable service for the Club and 
developed the database which, in various formats, has served 
the Club well ever since.  In perusing the old documents of 
the Club, one can see the transition in the early 1980’s from 
typewriter to computer printer, with later documents 
reflecting more sophisticated programs and printers used to 
produce them.  As we go forward we can probably anticipate 
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greater use of electronic communications to keep the 
membership up-to-date on the Club business. 

Other, less cosmic changes have affected the doings 
of the Club.  As founded, in 1948, the Grosse Pointe Sail 
Club was a “paper” club, that is, a Club without a clubhouse.  
Through the years, various efforts were made to find a piece 
of real estate to house the Club.  A building fund was 
assembled, and over time, a few thousand dollars was 
accumulated.  The story is told of a “near miss” that almost 
resulted in an actual waterfront home for the Club.  At the 
foot of Harbor Hill, in Grosse Pointe Farms, there is a small 
piece of land that juts out into Lake St. Clair.  Once, this was 
the private domain of the owner of a great estate that was 
eventually subdivided to become the street of homes that 
now makes up Harbor Hill.  The property on the water is 
owned in common by the owners of the houses in the 
subdivision.  Through the diligent efforts of numerous 
members, including Com. McCourt, most of the residents on 
Harbor Hill agreed to sell their rights to that little spit of land 
to the Grosse Pointe Sail Club.  Without the agreement of all 
the owners, the deal could not go through, and there ended 
the dream of a base of operations for the club in that part of 
Grosse Pointe.  Efforts to secure property for the Club are 
recounted in the previous volume covering the first twenty-
five years.  These efforts focused on property along Fox 
Creek, land near the Ford Mansion on Gaulkler Point, the 
Dodge mansion and even the submarine once kept near the 
Belle Isle Bridge as possible homes for the Grosse Pointe 
Sail Club.  Needless to say, they all met with equal success, 
or lack thereof. 

The Club has, from its very inception always been 
part of the Grosse Pointe Park scene.  Elsewhere in this 
volume is described the delight with which the Club received 
news of City Council approval of its request for space in 
what was the vestibule of the old bath house building.  Old 
timers will remember the cantankerous old electric stove that 
was crammed in there, and the hand-me-down refrigerator.  
What these ancient relics lacked in class, they made up for in 
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providing a nearby source of heat and cold for the many Sail 
Club functions held in the building.  It was always necessary 
to look inside the oven before turning it on as storage space 
in the “clubhouse” was very scarce and any number of things 
might have been placed inside the oven for safekeeping.  
During the early 1980’s, Orville Sherwood had visions of a 
more commodious structure for the Club.  He “floated” the 
idea of a clubhouse on a barge tied up in Fox Creek.  Long 
hours were spent discussing this thought, but the positives 
never managed to outweigh the negatives, and nothing 
material ever came of it, probably for the better. 

Also discussed adequately in this book are the events 
leading up to the acquisition of the present space enjoyed by 
the Club.  Probably not discussed adequately are the 
numerous advantages we enjoy due to the lack of a 
clubhouse.  In meeting with other Commodores of the 
DRYA from up and down the waterway, one of the 
inevitable points of discussion are the numerous headaches 
and expenses of trying to maintain a building on the 
waterfront.  Leaky roofs and crumbling foundations create 
unrelenting obstacles to the simple enjoyment of what is 
supposed to be facility whose sole object is fun.  Let us 
continue to count our blessings in that regard. 

Another fairly significant change for the Club came 
in the form of a revised course for the Tuesday night 
Sundown Series.  From its inception in 1961, as a 
replacement for Sunday afternoon races, the course consisted 
of a triangle confined to the American side of the shipping 
channel.  As the years progressed, and as participating boats 
got larger and more numerous, the prospect of a longer and 
slightly more challenging course beckoned.  In order to 
implement a new course that crossed the channel, Dennis 
Cotter agreed to an additional year as Race Chairman for 
1983 on condition that an Assistant Chair be appointed so 
that by the following year, the Assistant would be 
experienced and ready to take over as Race Chairman.  
Chuck Latham accepted the challenge and Cotter and 
Latham rewrote the Sailing Instructions to revise the course 
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for the larger boats to create a longer triangle out to the 
DRYA “C” Course mark, located about 2½  miles due east 
of  the start at the Windmill Point pier.  Because of the 
constant threat of freighter traffic, some novel rules were 
incorporated, such as forbidding luffing in the channel and 
permitting the use of an engine if necessary to get out of the 
way of a freighter. These changes were well-received and 
have continued to the present.  The tradition of the Assistant 
Chairman serving a year as an apprentice and the longer race 
course have served the Club well to maintain a tradition of 
expertly-run races that provide fun and challenges for large 
and small boats alike.   

The upper limit of size for boats racing the Tuesday 
Sundown series was also discovered in this quarter century, 
quite by accident.  In the early 1990’s, the committee 
accepted the registration of a 65 foot boat for the Sundown 
Series.  This vessel was almost 50% larger than the largest 
boats previously racing this course, but expectations were 
high that it would provide at least the usual thrills for the 
spectators gathered on the dock to watch the start of the 
races.  On one particularly breezy night, the thrills got out of 
hand.  In pre-start maneuvers, this behemoth managed, 
thanks to a much-too-large genoa, to collide with an Express 
27, severing the standing rigging and dismasting the smaller 
boat.  The skipper of the larger vessel, thereupon felt 
obligated to turn around and offer assistance.  Unfortunately, 
these efforts resulted in another collision, this time punching 
a hole in the hull of the victim near the waterline.  Further 
offers of assistance, interspersed with apologies were 
forthcoming but were politely declined.  Neither this nor any 
other 65 foot vessel has since raced in our Sundown Series 
Races.    
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Grosse Pointe Sail Club 
Trophies & Awards 

 
 

 
 
 

The Thunder Mug 
 
 
 This most prestigious Club award was 
first presented in 1958 by Com. William 
Touscany.  It is awarded to the Club member 
having made the greatest overall contribution 
to the success of the Club. 
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Grosse Pointe Sail Club 

Trophies & Awards 
 

The Thunder Mug 
 
 

Year   Awarded To 
  
1974 Bob Lenhard 
1975 Bob Curtis 
1976 Ed Christian 
1977 Dick Schott 
1978 Lawrence G. Cotter 
1979 Boyd & Martha  Schmidlin 
1980 Martha Schmidlin 
1981 Harry Masek 
1982 Bob Stearns 
1983 Becky Fasulo 
1984 Leonard Fasulo 
1985 Edward J. Olsen 
1986 Nick & Joan Piccione 
1987 John T. Wilting 
1988 Patrick W. Clark 
1989 Michael L. Tuite 
1990 Thomas Gibney 
1991 Ken & Gayle  Suddick 
1992 Sharon Downs 
1993 Mike & Maureen Comerford, 
 Brian & Margaret  O’Byrne 
1994 Pat Clark &  Dale Steiger 
1995 Frank Ferry &  David Wetzel 
1996 Ed & Barb Olsen 
1997 Cormac & Edie  O’Byrne 
1998 Bill Harbert 
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Grosse Pointe Sail Club 

Trophies & Awards 
 
 
 

 
 

The Leaker Award 
 

 First presented by 
Com. William P. 
Connolly in 1972, it is 
awarded to the Club 
member having rendered 
the most dedicated 
service during the Club’s 
summer events. 
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Grosse Pointe Sail Club 
Trophies & Awards 

 
  The Leaker Award 

 
Year Awarded To 

  
1974 James Douglas 
1975 Harry Masek 
1976 Com. Donald Boddy 
1977 Com. Kenneth Jamieson 
1978 Boyd Schmidlin 
1979 Edward Christian 
1980 Com. Norman Rogers 
1981 Com. Robert Lenhard 
1982 Dennis Cotter 
1983 Leonard Fasulo 
1984 John Downs 
1985 Nick & Joan  Piccione 
1986 Barbara Olsen 
1987 Patrick W. Clark 
1988 Richard Feldborg 
1989 Patty Curtis-Gough 
1990 Eric & Alice Ernst 
1991 Charles Latham III 
1992 Robert Stankewitz 
1993 John Jamieson 
1994 Frank Ferry 
1995 Com. Ed Olsen 
1996 Bob & Glory Schappe        
1997 Fred Meers 
1998 Dave & Nancy  MacDonald 
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Grosse Pointe Sail Club 
Trophies & Awards 

 

 
 

The USYRU 
Sportsmanship  Award 

 
 First presented in 1987, 
it is given to the member who 
contributes most to the sport of 
sailing, through sportsmanlike 
example and high standards of 
participation, or involvement 
in support activities. 
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Grosse Pointe Sail Club 

Trophies & Awards 
 
 
 
 
 

The USYRU 
Sportsmanship Award 

 
 

Year Awarded To 
  
1987 Com. C. Jay Deeds 
1988 Com. C. Ronald Johnston 
1989 Barbara Olsen 
1990 Howard Riley 
1991 Com. Donald E. Pollock 
1992 Com. Lawrence G. Cotter 
1993 Com. Edward J. Olsen 
1994 Nicholas & Joan Piccione 
1995 Thomas Gibney 
1996 John Dyle 
1997 Stu Kevelighan 
1998  

 
   
 

. 
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Grosse Pointe Sail Club 
Trophies & Awards 

 
 

 
 

The Perpetual Trophy 
 

 First presented by the 
City of Grosse Pointe Park in 
1953, it is awarded to the 
member who placed highest, 
overall, in the Club’s Tuesday 
Night Sundown Series. 
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Grosse Pointe Sail Club 

Trophies & Awards 
 

The Perpetual Trophy 
 

Year Awarded to Aboard 
   
1974 Daniel Hazebrook Soma 
1975 Jack Fleming Artica 
1976 Daniel Hazebrook Soma 
1977 David Klaasen Tiger Klaw 
1978 Lawrence Oswald Disruption 
1979 Paul Kvale Belladonna 
1980 Howard Riley Voodoo 
1981 Daniel Hazebrook Soma 
1982 David Klaasen Tiger Klaw 
1983 Donald P. Ragan   Fiddlers Green 
1984 David Klaasen Flying Dutchman 
1985 Donald P. Ragan   Fiddlers Green 
1986 Dave Klaasen     Flying Dutchman 
1987 Richard Gilbert      Punk Dolphin 
1988 Dale Steiger Liebestraum 
1989 Charles H. Horner Rugger 
1990 Lindsay Horvat Little Feat 
1991 Christopher G. Behler         Solar Max 
1992 Christopher G. Behler         Solar Max 
1993 Lindsay Horvat Little Feat 
1994 Christopher G. Behler        Solar Max 
1995 Christopher G. Behler        Solar Max 
1996 Com. Dennis B. Cotter Coyote 
1997 Doug Carlson Freeway 
1998 Christopher G. Behler Solar Max 
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Grosse Pointe Sail Club 

Trophies & Awards 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Ladies Challenge Cup 

 First Presented by 
Com. Orville F. Sherwood in 
1983, it is awarded to the 
winner of the Club’s annual 
Ladies Race. 
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Grosse Pointe Sail Club 

Trophies & Awards 
 
 
 
 
 

The Ladies Challenge 
Cup 

 
 

Year Awarded to Aboard 
   
1983 Sandra Dacey Little Feat 
1984 Ridene Soltesz Coyote 
1985 Elizabeth Krieger PEF 
1986 Corinne Franks PEF 
1987 Susan Koch Jabberwock 
1988 Susan Koch Jabberwock 
1989 Priscilla Carlson Freeway 
1990 Priscilla Carlson Freeway 
1991 Corinne Franks PEF 
1992 Judy Morlan Avatar 
1993 Judy Morlan Avatar 
1994 Carrie Donaldson Avatar 
1995 Renee Koch Jabberwock 
1996 Sandy Kevelighan Stealth 
1997 Corinne Franks PEF 
1998 Priscilla Carlson Freeway 
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Grosse Pointe Sail Club 

Trophies & Awards 
 

 
 

The Frostbite Race Cup 
 

 First presented by 
Com. Ralph D. Johnson in 
1948, it is awarded to the club 
member who wins the Club’s 
Frostbite Race, in October. 
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Grosse Pointe Sail Club 
Trophies & Awards 

 
The Frostbite Race Cup 

 
Year Awarded to Aboard 
   
1974 Jack Fleming Artica 
1975 John Sauer Wind Spiel 
1976 David Pethick Voyaguer 
1977 John Sauer Wind Spiel 
1978 Michael Hornai The Hun 
1979 Robert H. Schappe Mystique 
1980 John Brennan Scimitar 
1981 Howard Riley Voodoo 
1982 Robert H. Schappe Mystique 
1983 Charles H. Horner, Jr. Cherry Pi 
1984 Robert H. Schappe Mystique 
1985 Robert H. Schappe Mystique 
1986 Charles H. Horner, Jr. Rugger 
1987 No Winner – No Wind  
1988 David C. Wetzel Tranquilizer 
1989 Wayne H. Koch Jabberwock 
1990 Christopher G. Behler Solar Max 
1991 Com. Dennis B. Cotter Coyote 
1992 David Klassen Macho Duck 
1993 David Klassen Macho Duck 
 Robert H. Schappe Spectre 
1994 Mark Craig Solutions 
 Stuart Kevelighan Stealth 
1995 Frank Ferry Raisuli 
 David C. Wetzel Tranquilizer 
1996 Robert H. Schappe Spectre 
 Stuart Kevelighan Stealth 
1997 Com. Cormac O’Byrne Aisling 
1998 Mark Craig Solutions 
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Grosse Pointe Sail Club 
Trophies & Awards 

 

 
 

The Fall Series Cup 
 

 First presented by 
Com. Leonard A. Fasulo in 
1988, it is awarded to the club 
member who placed highest in 
the Fall Series. 
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Grosse Pointe Sail Club 
Trophies & Awards 

 
 
 
 
 

The Fall Series Cup 
 

Year Awarded to Aboard 
   
1988 Douglas Carlson Freeway 
1989 Paul J. Krietsch Yankee 
1990 Com. Dennis Cotter Coyote 
1991 Christopher G. Behler Solar Max 
1992 Com. Howard Riley Tresor 
1993 Com. Dennis Cotter Coyote 
1994 Robert & Glory Schappe Spectre 
1995 Wayne & Renee Koch Jabberwock 
1996 Rober & Glory Schappe Spectre 
1997 Stuart Kevelighan Stealth 
 Robert Schappe Spectre 
1998 Com. Larry Haggart Rapture 
 Dave Wetzel Tranquilizer 
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Grosse Pointe Sail Club 

Trophies & Awards 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Pureblood Trophy 
 

 First presented by Henry Van 
Horn in 1958, it s awarded to the 
member who compiled the best 
overall record in DRYA 
sponsored races. 
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Grosse Pointe Sail Club 
Trophies & Awards 

 
The Pureblood Trophy 

 
Year Awarded to Aboard 
   
1974 Daniel Hazebrook Soma 
1975 Thomas J. Matyniak Brandy 
1976 Thomas J. Matyniak Brandy 
1977 John Baetz Scarecrow 
1978 Com. Thomas  Matyniak Brandy 
1979 Michael Hornai The Hun 
1980 Daniel Hazebrook Soma 
1981 Gus Eugenides Yahsou 
1982 Norman K. Carstens Blau Frau 
1983 Henry Schmidt C.F. Pickle 
1984 David W, Pethick Voyaguer 
1985 Robert A. Schappe Mystique 
1986 Norman K. Carstens Blau Frau 
1987 Richard Gilbert Punk Dolphin 
1988 Norman K. Carstens Blau Frau 
1989 Norman K. Carstens Blau Frau 
1990 Norman K. Carstens Blau Frau 
1991 Lindsay Horvat Little Feat 
1992 James Krieger Banshee 
1993 James Krieger Banshee 
1994 James Krieger Banshee 
1995 Robert Amsler Merlin 
1996 David Klaasen Macho Duck 
1997 Stu Kevelighan Stealth 
1998 Gordon Morlan Avatar 
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Grosse Pointe Sail Club 
Trophies & Awards 

 
The Couples Race 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

First presented by Com. Robert E. 
Curtis in 1992, it was awarded to 
the winner of the Club’s Couples 
Race from 1992 through 1997. 

 
 

Year Awarded to Aboard 
   
1992 Christopher G. Behler Solar Max 
1993 Wayne & Hollis Koch Jabberwock 
1994 Chris & Sheila Behler Solar Max 
1995 Wayne & Renee Koch Jabberwock 
 Richard & Linda Rumon Scrimshaw 
1996 Stuart & Sandy Kevelighan Stealth 
1997 Stuart & Sandy Kevelighan Stealth 
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Grosse Pointe Sail Club 
 

Affiliations 
 

Detroit River Yachting Association (DRYA) 
Associate Member……………… April 25, 1949 
Member …………………………. April 16, 1956 
 
 
U. S, International Sailing Association 
Contributor ………………………………. 1964 
 
 
Inter-Lake Yachting Association 
Interim Associate Member ….. January 5, 1966 
 
Yachting Club of America 
 
U.S. Yacht Racing Union 
 (now) 
US Sailing Association 
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Grosse Pointe Sail Club 

Commodores of Affiliations����
 

Detroit Regional Yachting Association 
DRYA 

(Originally Detroit River Yachting Assoc.) 
 

 The DRYA is an area-wide assemblage of twenty-six 
Yacht Clubs serving as a representative of US Sailing in 
assigning sail numbers and administering protests, organized 
to resolve competition among clubs in scheduling their 
sailboat races and supporting those races by supplying 
knowledgeable race officers and equipment, and promoting 
the sailing races of Junior Sailors. 
 
1974  Com. C. Jay Deeds 
1983  *Com. C. Ronald Johnston 
 
 

Commodores Club 
 

 This is a social organization of past commodores for 
DRYA member clubs.  Membership is offered to each past 
commodore upon them achieving that status. 
 
1964  *Com. William P. Connolly 
1974  Com. C. Jay Deeds 
1984  Com. Kenneth A. Jamieson 
1987  *Com. C. Ronald Johnston 
 
* Deceased 
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���� ����
Commodores - Second Twenty-Five Years 

 
Year Commodore Ball 
   
1974 Bernard Van Antwerp   G.P. Hunt Club 
1975 *Donald G. Boddy  Allard House 
1976 Kenneth A. Jamieson Lochmoor C.C. 
1977 Ralph W. Bower G. P. Hunt Club 
1978 Robert W. Lenhard Lochmoor C.C. 
1979 Thomas Matyniak Lochmoor C.C. 
1980 Harry J. Masek War Memorial 
1981 *Robert H. Stearns  War Memorial 
1982 *Robert E. Curtis G. P. Hunt Club 
1983 *Orville F. Sherwood       Selfridge AFB 
1984  Boyd T. Schmidlin Gourmet House 
1985 Lawrence G. Cotter G.P. Hunt Club 
1986 Cormac M. O’Byrne War Memorial 
1987 Donald E. Pollock Assumption Ctr. 
1988 Leonard A. Fasulo Shores Banquet Club 
1989 Dennis B. Cotter G. P. Hunt Club 
1990 John G. Downs Blossom Heath 
1991 Edward J. Olsen Blossom Heath 
1992 Patty Curtis Gough        War Memorial 
1993 Howard E. Riley Detroit Yacht Club 
1994 Charles K. Latham III G. P. Hunt Club 
1995 James A. Soltesz Country Club of Detroit 
1996 Larry D. Haggart Lochmoor C.C. 
1997 Michael Comerford Country Club of Detroit 
1998  Michael T. Krag War Memorial 
 
          *Deceased 
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