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My term as Commodore of the Grosse 
Pointe Sail Club is coming to end 
December 1, 2007 and Commodore Ken 
Suddick will be taking charge for 2007. 
Please plan on attending the Annual 
meeting on the night of December 1 2006 

to help elect a new Bridge, New Rear Commodore and 2 
new Board of Directors.  
  
We have had a very good year. Our new Race courses for 
our Tuesday Night Sundown series has been well received 
by the racers and we will continue 
using the same courses in 2007. 
Denise Cotter, Fred Baer, Andrew 
Morlan , Frank Ferry  and many 
others were responsible for our New 
Race course and running a very 
successful racing season. Thank you 
all for a tremendous season. The 
Grosse Pointe Sail Club puts on 18 
races a year, 2 summer Rendezvous, 
Sailing seminars, A Fleet Blessing, the 
best Regatta and Regatta Party of the 
DRYA season and multiple Parties. 
We are a Club of volunteers; no one 
gets paid for all the work that goes 
into making our Club the success it is. Bob Brownell, 2006 
Fleet Captain put on 2 Rendezvous this past summer while 
juggling a new job and new residence, Thanks Bob. Holly 
Burns, 2006 Entertainment Chair put on some fantastic 
parties with the help of her Mom and Aunt at times and 
Husband Bill pitched in as well. Holly  really knows how to 
put on a party!! Thanks Holly , you did a great job. 
  
Last week Past Commodore Bob Schappe was elected 
Commodore of the DRYA. Congratulations Bob, we know 
you will do a great job. Bob has been one of our 2 DRYA 
delegates this year with Past Commodore Larry Haggart. 
Bob and Larry keep all the racers in the club up to date with 
the never-ending rule changes that go with sailboat racing. 
Thanks to you both. 
  
 

Last week we also honored all the race winners with our 
annual Awards Party. It is the best Awards party on the 
Lake and we were jammed to capacity at the Tompkins 
Center. All of our dockworkers were also invited and I 
believe all had a good time. 
 
 Our out going Race Chairman, Denise Cotter with the help 
of her husband Past Commodore Dennis Cotter really 
know how to put on a party. The catering was great, the beer 
and wine flowed until after 11:00pm. Incoming Race 
Chairman, Bill Kuester and 2006 Regatta Chairman Tom 
Caulfield made sure we took care of the kegs of beer. 
Thanks for all the help. 
  
Commodore Ken Suddick is well on his way to filling all 

positions needed to run the Club for 
2007. We are short at a couple of 
key positions; Video and 
Photography are needed for Tuesday 
Night Races as well as at our Parties. 
We own a beautiful new digital 
video camera that can be used. We 
need more that “1” person to head 
up this job, because it’s very hard 
for person to make all the events. 
Please give Ken a call he needs your 
help. 
  
Mark your Calendars; December 
10th is our Annual Christmas party at 
the Tompkins Center. Please bring 

all the family, sons, daughters, nieces, nephews and 
Grandchildren. We ask that you bring a wrapped gift for 
Santa to give at the party. We will be having a pancake 
breakfast before the entertainment starts and Santa arrives. 
This is a very fun event for the whole Family. I hope to see 
you all there. Please look elsewhere for further information 
inside this issue for the Christmas Party Flyer. Also coming 
soon is the GPSC Winter Week-end in Grand Bend Ontario. 
Please look elsewhere in this issue for a flyer and mark your 
calendar for January 25, 2007. Come and join a lot of fun 
for a night or the whole weekend.  

 Continued on page 2



  

 
 
 
 

 
 

Frostbite, Awards Party and 
Halloween....must mean the 
end of the racing season. 
 The Club’s annual 
Frostbite race was held on a 
beautiful, balmy day with 
variable winds, which did 
increase as the race went 
forward. (Not exactly a frosty 
day.) As last year, there were 

two classes: JAM A and JAM B.  The race was well 
attended as was the chili party afterward.  Those who 
remained long enough were able to wish Com. Jay 
Deeds a Happy Birthday. 
 
 Then there was the annual Awards Party.  
Many, many award flags were presented to the 
winning skippers and the Grosse Pointe Sail Club was 
well represented among the winning skippers.  In this 
article it should be mentioned all who helped make the 
party a success...but Commodore Suddick is doing the 
honors.  However, this can be said.  Many people 
helped prepare for the party itself.  But it is all the 
dock workers, power boat crews and other committee 
members, plus the sailors who are the reason for the 
party.  Without the workers, there would be no races 
for the sailors. One person cannot put on a race alone.  
It takes many people.  So, although it is called the 
“Awards Party” and skippers are presented their flags, 
it is very much a thank you party for the hard working 
dock people and powerboat crews and other committee 
members, all too numerous to name in this article.  But 
know that you are appreciated. 
 
 Yes, the 2006 racing season is over.  But Bill 
Kuester is already on the job for next year.  He will 
need committee support to have a successful season.  
So, new members (a great way to meet people), 
veteran members and those who have already 
experienced working on the dock, the Race Committee 
would love to see you on the dock next summer.  To 
those who have never worked on a race, no experience 
is necessary...you learn on the job. 
 
 Yes, the 2006 season is over, lets remember it 
throughout the cold winter months.  Here’s to the 2007 
season...it will be here before you know it. 

 Lastly, thank you for the privilege and honor 
of serving the Grosse Pointe Sail Club for the past 
three years as Assistant Race Chairman and Race 
Chairman. Thank you for the confidence you have 
shown in me to handle our Club’s races and to 
maintain our tradition and reputation. It is a lot of 
work and a lot of fun and I would not trade those three 
years for anything.  Although I am stepping down, I 
will still be on the Race Committee assisting Bill 
Kuester.  Bill is organized and knowledgeable.  He 
will do a great job next year and I look forward to 
working with him and his committee. 
 

Happy Thanksgiving 
 
 
Denise Cotter  Fred Baer Bill Kuester 
Race Chairman  Co-Assistant Co-Assistant 
 
 

 

Special thanks 
to: : 

 Tom’s Oyster Bar for their generous 
support in obtaining the lobsters for GPSC’s Fall 

Lobster Party. And a special Thank you to Gus 
at Fairfax Market  for the incredible New 
York Strip Steaks ** Next time your at Tom’s or 
See Gus Thank them yourselves** 
 

Continued from Page One 
It has been an honor and pleasure serving the GPSC as your 
Commodore this year. I hope you all had as much fun as I 
did. I want to thank all the Past Commodores, Jerry 
Partridge, Frank Ferry Gordon Morlan, Mike 
Comerford, Bob Schappe, Glory Schappe, Larry 
Haggart, Dennis Cotter, Cormac O’Byrne, Normam 
Samra, Howard Riley and everyone else for their guidance 
and patience with me this year. Most of all I want to thank 
my wife, Lady Mary,  for all she helped me with the past 5 
years as I came up through the ranks to become your 
Commodore. We are a very special Club and a very special 
group of individuals; I will continue to support and work for 
the club for many years to come. 
  
Thank you. 
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How quickly the year is drawing 
to a close. The Dry Dock, 
November 18, promises to be a 
grand time.  I am assured that the 
Save Our South Channel Lights 
presentation is interesting and 

historically enlightening.  The social time after the 
presentation offers a euchre tournament with GPSC 
logo prizes or just hang with your friends.  If you plan 
on attending contact Glenn Housey as soon as you 
can.  I hope we will see everyone at the annual 
meeting, just the right mix of important business and 
GPSC fun. The year has seen a lot of progress for each 
committee we have.  This is the result of planning, 
organization and effort.  I want to take this opportunity 
to thank each of the committees for a job well done. 
 
Darius Hummel organized assets to a very great 
degree this year.  Stephen Liroff made sure the flags 
and awards were ready for each event.  Fred 
Chapman has put together spring and winter dry 
docks that are educational and entertaining.  Judy 
Grady has photographed our GPSC races.  Com. 
Gordon Morlan  has kept a sharp eye on our by laws.  
Com. Dennis Cotter and Com. Ed Olsen have nearly 
completed the next 25 years of history of our club after 
compiling a great deal of data and information.  Jim 
Perrone has monitored the junior race program.  Tom 
Caulfield and David Gaskin provided a regatta we 
can all be proud of.  Bill Harbert  and Mark Minor  
were responsible for the club email communications.  I 
am reminded of the words of the great captain, Rick 
Rumon, who taught me to sail, “The boat doesn’t go 
anywhere unless somebody does something.”  Thank 
you from my heart for all your effort.    
 
For 2007 Com. Ken Suddick has assembled a great 
team.  Fred Baer, Asset Manager.  Kurt Lyons , 
Awards.  Nancy McPherson, Dry Dock.  Com. 
Gordon Morlan , Charter & By Laws.  Elizabeth 
Kurta , Junior Race.  Com. Denise Cotter and Com. 
Ed Olsen, Club History.  David Gaskin, Regatta 
Chair.  Linda Rumon, Assistant Regatta Chair.  We 
look forward to your help and offer our support. 
 
Current committee heads should prepare turnover 
notes for the incoming committee heads.  This is 
invaluable information to carry forward the tasks. 
 
We are still looking for members to fill the positions 
of Video & Photo and Electronic Communicator.  

 If you have interest in these functions please contact 
me or Com. Ken Suddick. 
    
 
 

DID YOU KNOW 
To enter the members section of the 

GPSC website use  
User ID  port 
Password    tack 

 

COMING THIS 
SATURDAY 
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Lady Gayle and I have been very 
busy planning the 2007 
Commodore’s Ball. It will be held 
at the Roostertail on Saturday, 
January 13th.  Please mark your 
calendar and plan on joining us for 

this wonderful event.  If you have never attended a 
GPSC Ball before, you are in for a treat and you get to 
see all of your boating friends dressed up.  We will 
have dancing to a live band and great food plus an open 
bar. 
On Friday, November 3rd, we held our annual Race 
Awards Party. We had delicious food and lots of beer. 
The party was attended by the winning skippers and 
their crews, as well as the many dockworkers who 
made the races possible. This fun event was made 
possible by Race Chair Denise Cotter and her 
committee that included Coms. Dennis Cotter, Bob 
Schappe, Jerry Partridge and Larry Haggart, together 
with Chris and Sheila Behler and Beth Kurta. Thank 
you all for a fitting conclusion to a great racing season. 
 
On Monday night, November 6th, incoming Race Chair, 
Bill Kuester, hosted a Race Committee meeting at his 
home. Current Race Chair, Denise Cotter presented Bill 
with the race turnover notes. Also present at the 
meeting was Rear Commodore Peter D’Angelo, current 
assistant Race Chair Fred Baer, Com. Glory Schappe, 
Com. Mike Comerford, Com. Jerry Partridge, and 
myself. We reviewed the very successful 2006 race 
season and discussed ideas to make 2007 even better. 
Our thanks to outgoing Race Chair Denise Cotter and 
Assistant Race Chair Fred Baer for all of their time and 
hard work organizing and running the 2006 race series. 
With Bill Kuester’s leadership, it’s very clear that we 
will have another great summer of racing 
I just recently returned from a boat delivery from 
Newport News, VA. to Marathon Key, Florida. This 
included some off shore sailing and time spent on the 
Intracoastal Waterway (ICW).  The ICW is a very 
strange place where powerboats call you on the radio 
and ask permission to overtake you. They even ask 
which side you wish to be overtaken on..  Most of the 
time we reply “just keep her wound up Cap and do us 
on our port side and be quick about it.” For very large 
yachts we would take a few turns off of our boat (slow 
down) and they pass us without any wake at all. How 
about that!!!.   
 

Some of the great ports that I had a chance to visit were 
Coinjock and Beauefort, NC, Charleston, SC and 
Savannah, GA. Savannah was an unscheduled stop but 
worth it. We were off shore and ran into some very 
heavy seas. Most of our crew was sick except for the 
only LAKER onboard, yours truly.  Savannah is nine 
miles up the Savannah River but we made it without 
incident and found a berth at 3:30 in the morning. The 
biggest difference between sailing on the lakes and the 
ICW and Atlantic Ocean is the tides. I plan to make a 
presentation on the ICW at our scheduled Chart Party in 
the spring. 
 

Please plan on attending the GPSC 
Annual Meeting and Election on 

December 1st at the Tompkins Center. 
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Honor Air of Michigan is a non-profit organization 
providing WW2 Veterans an escorted, all expense paid 
one-day trip to Washington D.C. to visit the Memorial 
built in their honor. 
The idea came about when three nurse practitioners at 
the Detroit VA Medical Center were discussing their 
“older” vets. These special men are getting older and 
their memorial was recently completed.  Club member, 
Sheila Behler, is one of these nurse practitioners.  The 
idea quickly grew into a non-profit organization with 
the first trip planned for May 2007 .  They need 
your help; they need donations of money and 
volunteers. Call 734-207-0919 or access their web site: 
www.honorairofmichigan.com 
 

 
Be sure to update your critical address information when you 
move your home or change your e-mail address.  The process 
is simple:  notify your Membership Chairman.  Don't miss 
out on mailed or electronic broadcast communications; keep 
your club informed so that you stay connected! 
 
 

ANCHORLINE is the official publication of 
the Grosse Pointe Sail Club,  Windmill Pointe Marina, 

Box 36462 
Grosse Pointe, Michigan,    48236 

EDITORS 
George Fuller-313-822-5094  margerg@comcast.net 

Dale Johnson 313-824-7314  dale@verndaleproducts.com 
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Place: Tompkins Center, Windmill Point Park 
 

Please Bring A Hors D’oeuvre   Beer And Wine Will Be Provided 
 

BUSINESS TO BE CONSIDERED 
 

A. Roll Call of Members 
B. Reading of the Minutes of Last Meeting 
C. Report of the Treasurer 
D. Report of the Commodore 
E. Committee Reports 
F. Old and New Business 
G. Election of Officers and Directors 
H. Awarding of Special Trophies 
I. Report of Election Judges 
J. Installation of Officers 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Shelia Behler 
GPSC Secretary 
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The Nominating Committee presents the following candidates for office to be voted upon at the Annual Membership 
Meeting on December 1, 2006: 
 

For Commodore:   Com. Ken Suddick 

 For Vice Commodore:  Com. Peter D’Angelo 
 
 For Rear Commodore (elect one): William Kuester  
      Elizabeth Kurta   
       

For Director (Two Year Term, elect two): 
  Shelia Behler   Tom Caulfield 
  Frank Michell  Linda Rumon 
 
 
      Respectfully Submitted, 
      Com. Gerald J. Partridge 
      Chairman, Nominating Committee 

 

 
RESUMES OF THE CANDIDATES ’ GPSC ACTIVITIES 

TO BE CONSIDERED FOR THE DECEMBER 1, 2006 ELECTION 
 



  

OFFICE OF COMMODORE,  
 
Ken Suddick   
Member since 1988 

2006 Vice Commodore 
2005   Rear Commodore 
2004 Entertainment Chairman 

 1998 Director, Video/Photo Records 
 1997 Director, Video/Photo Records 
 1995 Charter and By-Laws 
 1994 Director, Fleet Captain 
 1993 Director, Membership 
 1991 Entertainment Chairman 
 
OFFICE OF REAR COMMODORE 
 
William Kuester    
Member since 1995 
 2006  Treasurer 
 2005  Treasurer 
 2004  Treasurer 

2002 Fleet Captain, Director 
2001 Fleet Captain, Director 
2000/99   Fleet Measurer 
Ongoing Mark & Patrol Mark Boat          Activities                        

 
OFFICE OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
Shelia Behler 
Member since 2004 

2006  Secretary 
2005  Regatta Chair  
2004  Fleet Surgeon, Regatta Asst. 
2003  Fleet Surgeon 

 
Frank Michell   
Member since1993 
 2005  Race  Support 

2004 Race, Quickscore 
2000   Race Support 
1998   ILYA 
1997  ILYA 
1996  Charter & By-Laws 

 
 
OFFICE OF VICE COMMODORE,  
 
Peter D’Angelo  
Member since 1988 
 2006   Rear Commodore 

2005 Membership Chair/ Assistant Treasurer 
2004   Director/Assistant Treasurer 

 2003   Director/Regatta Chairman 



  

 2002   Regatta Chairman 
 2001   Treasurer/Assistant Regatta  
 2000   Fleet Captain 
 1999   Fleet Captain/Leaker Award 
 1998   Power Boat Chairman 
 
 
Elizabeth Kurta    
Member since 1994 
 2006/02  Fleet Chaplain 
 2005/04  Director 
 2004  Secretary 

2003/01  Publicity 
2002  Membership Support 
2000  Anchorline 
1999  Anchorline Assistant 
 
 
 
 

Thomas Caulfield 
Member since 2000 

2006  Regatta Chairman 
2005  Asst Regatta Chairman 
2002  Asst Regatta Chairman 
2001  Entertainment Chairman 

 
Linda Rumon  
Member since 1994 

2003  Director 
2002  Secretary 
2001  Secretary 
2000  Fleet Chaplain 

 1999  Fleet Chaplain 
 1995  Fleet Captain 
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Sunday, December 10th, 2006 

11:00 Am To 2:00 Pm 
 Tompkins Community Center 

                             Windmill Pointe Park 
	��������������
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Join The Fun!  Meet Santa! 
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Rsvp By December 6th, 2006 
Detach And Mail Form Below To: 

Com. TOM FRASER 
1360 Kensington 

Grosse Pointe Park, Mi 48230 
Make Checks Payable To Gpsc 
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Children: _________@ $4.00 Each 
Adults:      _________@ $7.00 Each 
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