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Happy New Year one and all.  This 
year we look forward to another great 
one for the Grosse Pointe Sail Club.  
Our strong racing history will be 
maintained all in an atmosphere of 
good fellowship as well.  There is 

much to be thankful for.  A strong participating membership 
and a board that has worked tirelessly for the club will keep 
our club successful. 
 
Welcome Beth Kurta as Rear Commodore.  Beth’s 
organizational skills and resourcefulness are strong assets.  
The club will be enriched by your service.  Two new board 
members have joined the board.  Fred Chapman has stepped 
up after a proven record as Entertainment Chair and has 
further committed to the organization as Assistant Race 
Chair, a two year commitment that is at the very heart of the 
club’s activity.  Stephen Liroff joins the board as well and 
continues to hold the position of Membership and our Fleet 
Surgeon as well.  If you want to get something done ask 
people who are busy. 
 
Com Ken Suddick took the Grosse Pointe Sail Club though a 
year with many challenges with the grace and class of a 
leader.  Com Ken Suddick will keep a close eye on Budget 
and Finance issues this year.  Com Tom Fraser rotates off the 
Bridge and will continue to be relied upon for his 
understanding of the club.  Both of these Bridge Officers 
deserve our heart felt thanks for the accomplishments. 
 
Thanks go out to the board members that have rotated off.  
Both Denise Cotter and Ken Thelen are appreciated for their 
efforts and continue to support club activities.   
 
Vice Commodore Bill Kuester is a source of strength and 
brings a unique problem solving skill to us.  Bill’s dedication 
to the club is apparent in his participation and 
accomplishments.  His service included bridge duties and 
Race Chair last year.   
 
John Raguse is welcomed back to club activities and 
Michigan after a hiatus in Massachusetts. 
 
  John has taken on the responsibilities of Secretary this year.  

 
Chris Behler rotates off being Treasurer and ILYA Delegate.  
Chris how do you make a tough job look easy?  This year 
Chris is Race Chair.  The job is in good hands.        
 
Sandy Davis join the Flag Officers and Fleet Captain along 
with John Maxwell.  Our successful rendezvous last year 
well be further enhance by Sandy’s pig roast skills.  Don’t 
miss that one.  Special thanks to Al Raquepau for your efforts 
as Fleet Captain last year.  Metro Beach was a blast.  Al 
continues as our Electronic Communication chair. 
 
Thanks to Pat Clark for Fleet Measurer responsibilities last 
year.  This year Doug Carlson has stepped up. 
 
The Commodore’s Committees is a fine assemblage of 
energetic and able people.  George Fuller and Dale Johnson 
continue as Anchorline.  Our club’s publication is an 
important source of information and communication.  DRYA 
activities will continue to be reported by Com Larry Haggart 
and Com Bob Schappe.  As you know Com Bob Schappe 
served as DRYA Commodore in 2007.  The new ILYA 
Delegate is Darius Hummel.  This isn’t the first time Darius 
has stepped up the support the club.  Entertainment is a dual 
chair this year.  Andrea Solak and Mary Fraser are taking 
these responsibilities.  Andrea is planning a spring and fall 
parties along with a winter weekend in 2008.  This year’s 
Fall Party will be our sixtieth anniversary celebration.  Mary 
Fraser will keep the momentum going for our Race Parties.  
Paul D’Angelo, the Commodore’s brother, has hit the ground 
running as Publicity Chair.  Dennis Cotter continues on as 
Risk Chair and continues to work as History Chair after the 
fine publication of the second 25 years of our history jointly 
with Com Ed Olsen.  Wendy Nevin will continue the Roster 
which members rely on so much.  Robb Sharrow will support 
Roster in securing advertisers. 
 
Everyone, Bridge, Flag Officers, Committees thanks for 
stepping up.  The Grosse Pointe Sail Club needs appreciates 
you.  I look forward to my duties this year as your 
Commodore.  Please contact me if you have any ideas or 
concerns.  

 



  

DRYA   
The Joy of Sailing 2008 Winter Sailing Seminars 

Schedule 

 
“Onboard Safety and Dressing for the Season” 

Wednesday, January 23 at 7:00pm, North Star Sail Club 
(NSSC) 
A most authoritative seminar on safe seamanship  
 

“Storm Clouds or Sunshine on the Horizon?” 
Wednesday, January 30 at 7:00pm Bayview Yacht Club 
WJR Weather personality John McMurray will explain how 
to read Mother Nature 
 

“The Plot Thickens: Basic Navigation for Racers & 
Cruisers” 

 Wednesday February 6 at 7:00pm, At the Grosse Ile Yacht 
Club (GIYC)  
Kaye Soka willl review the wealth of information contained 
on the nautical chart and how to use it, aids to navigation and 
the magnetic compass.  
 

“A World of Sails” 
Wednesday, February 13 at 7:00pm At the North Star Sail 
Club (NSSC)  
Al Declerq will discuss the types of sails you should 
consider equipping your boat with for all sailing conditions.  
 

“Rigging & Hardware” 
Wednesday, February 20 at 7:00pm At the Edison Boat 
Club (EBC)  
Todd Jones provides a tremendous amount of information 
about rigging & hardware!  
 

“Shorthanded Sailing” 
Wednesday, February 27 at 7:00pm The Grosse Pointe Sail 
Club is located at Tompkins Center 14920 Windmill 
Pointe Park 
Howard Riley will offer some practical advice on 
maneuvering, cruising, passage-making  
 

“Rules of the Road” 
Wednesday, March 5 at 7:00pm The Great Lakes Yacht 
Club  
Passing, meeting, and crossing situations you find on the 
water. 
 

 
 

“Dark Secrets of the Race Committee” 
Wednesday, March 12 at 7:00pm the Ford Yacht Club 
(FYC) 
Jim Rodgers reveal the dark secrets of the Race Committee, 
Sailing Instructions 
& the rest of the rule book. 
 

DRYA Special Event featuring Gary Jobson 
On Wednesday, March 19 At the Detroit Yacht Club  
! This is a DO NOT MISS event for all sailors of all ages! 
Seating is limited! Admission to the lecture and light 
refreshment reception is $12.00 ($10.00 for DRYA 
members). Reservations are preferred by March 12th. 
Contact Patti Miller at 
(313) 235-1171 or millerpa@dteenergy.com . 

 
 

 
 

In November, Com. Dennis Cotter was the official judge for 
Cub Scout Pack 147’s Annual Raingutter Regatta.  Com. 

Cotter was given a plaque of appreciation for his generous 
efforts.  Also pictured is Joseph Kurta, winner of the 

Raingutter Regatta.  Congratulations Dennis and Joseph! 
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 Elizabeth (Beth) Kurta 

 
As we begin 2008, I am eager to 
serve the members of the Grosse 
Pointe Sail Club as Rear 
Commodore.  I would be remiss if I 

did not take this opportunity to thank you for entrusting 
me with this leadership role.  I am humbled by your 
faith in me and promise to do my best to live up to it. 
 

For those of you who may be newer members of the 
Grosse Pointe Sail Club, let me take just a few lines to 
introduce myself.  For those of you who feel you know 
me pretty well, skip to the next paragraph.  I joined the 
GPSC in 1994 at the urging of my dear friends the 
Morlan family with whom I regularly raced aboard 
Avatar.  I was impressed by the friendliness of the 
members as well as their competitive nature when it 
came to sailing.  I felt right at home.  I married my 
husband, Frank, in 1995 and a couple years later our 
first son was born.  My racing days had reached a 
hiatus, but we remained active in the events of the Sail 
Club.  Fast forward a few years and here we are with 
two sons – Joseph is now 9 and Nicholas is 5 – and I 
still love the friendliness and devotion to sailing (and 
boating!) of the members. 
 

This year is going to be great and I am proud to have 
the chance to work with a group of dedicated volunteers 
as Committee Chairs.   
 

As Assets Manager, Elaine Kuester will keep an 
inventory of our items.  Elaine’s first task is to track 
down the Club’s missing coffee urns.  Have you seen 
any of our missing urns?  Could you have accidentally 
put it away in your basement?  Please check and let 
Elaine know if you find it – no questions asked!   
 

Kurt Lyons  has agreed to serve as Awards Chair again 
this year.  Kurt will make sure that all of our trophies 
are spit shined in time for the Annual Meeting.  Kurt’s 
biggest challenge will be the guessing game of how 
many burgees to order for the Regatta, never an easy 
task.   
 

Com. Gordon Morlan will again keep us on track as 
By-Laws chair.  I will keep Gordon busy by taking a 
thorough look at the different classes of membership 
and corresponding rights – there must be a way that a 9 
year-old can become a member?  Kidding aside, we do 
need to spend some time in this area.   

Com. Dennis Cotter continues his quest for 
information as Club History Chair.  PLEASE, if you 
owe Dennis any historical information, get it to him so 
we can get on with making history instead of recording 
it! 
 

Electronic Communications will continue to be handled 
by Al Raquepau.  If you are not routinely getting 
emails from the Sail Club, send Al a message at 
araquepau@comcast.net so he can update your email 
information.  As a reminder, Electronic Communication 
is for the dissemination of Club-related information 
only. 
 

This year’s Dry Dock Chair is yours truly.  Please 
check elsewhere in this Anchorline for details regarding 
our Feb. 1st event.  Also, be sure to mark your calendar 
for Nov. 14th when we will get together for our Fall Dry 
Dock. 
 

Torrey Stackpoole has agreed to Chair Junior Race 
this year.  Her son, Blake, is quite a competitive sailor 
and would love to have more members to race against.  
Do you know anyone between the ages of 9-17 who 
would enjoy being on the water a few hours a day with 
other kids having fun?  Torrey will have details for you 
in the April Anchorline. 
 

Linda Rumon and Nancy McPherson have agreed to 
run our Regatta as Chair and Assistant Chair 
respectively.  This is a tremendously important event 
for our Club and its reputation.  I have complete 
confidence that this year’s Regatta (Saturday, June 28th) 
will be our best yet.  If Linda or Nancy seek your 
assistance, please help them in any way you can.  This 
is a big job that requires a lot of work from many 
people.  I’ll let you in on a secret – it’s a lot of fun, too! 
 

The position of Video/Photography Chair remains 
Open.  This is an important job in that it promotes our 
club and can drive new membership.  Heading up to 
Marge’s on Tuesday night after a race is much more 
appealing if you know you are going to see video of 
your first place finish or how you beat your nemesis on 
the starting line.  If there might be just three willing 
volunteers, I think we could rotate this duty fairly and 
without burden.  I will be waiting by the phone for 
these three calls…. 
 

Don’t forget to read the Winter Weekend information in 
this issue.  It is an easy drive to Frankenmuth if you 
want to join us for Saturday.  That’s all I have for this 
month, except to say how much I enjoy being a part of 
this club and how honored I am to be Rear 
Commodore. 
 

Yours in Service – Beth 
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Bill Kuster �
Happy New Year 
 
Commodore D’Angleo has assembled 
an outstanding team of GPSC Members 
to assist him for the various committees.  
There are still two important areas that 

need coverage, web master and photo.  Both of these jobs help 
to project the image of the GPSC, so if you or anyone you 
know is willing, please let us know. 
 
RC Kurta has a great Winter Weekend planned, the February  
1st dry dock is scheduled to be both a chart party and euchre at 
Glen Housey’s home and the Wednesday night DRYA  
informational series has begun.  And yes, it’s only 93 days to 
spring launching.  How bad can a Michigan winter be with all 
these great plans and the boating season so near? 
 
I will look forward to seeing many of you at the Commodore’s 
Ball this Saturday. 
 
Smooth sailing, 
Bill  
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ANCHORLINE is the official publication of 
the Grosse Pointe Sail Club,  Windmill Pointe Marina, 

Box 36462 
Grosse Pointe, Michigan,    48236 

EDITORS 
George Fuller-313-822-5094  margerg@comcast.net 

Dale Johnson 313-824-7314  dale@verndaleproducts.com 

 
 

 
  

 
Grosse Pointe Sail Club 

Winter Adventure 
 

January 25, 26 & 27, 2008 
 

Bring your family and join the GPSC for our  
Annual Winter Weekend Getaway 

In FRANKENMUTH , Michigan 
 

Please let us know you are coming by contacting  
Beth Kurta at 313.822.3780 or 

ekurta@comcast.net 
 

It’s OK if you didn’t make hotel reservations, 
come on up and join us for the day! 

 
Saturday:  SnowFest – www.Zehnders.com has a complete 
schedule of events, Cross Country Skiing, Snow Shoeing, 
Sledding, Shopping, Brewery Tour, Winery Tour, Pretzel 
Making Class at Bavarian Inn, Bronner’s 
 
Saturday Night:  Cocktail Party, Dinner at Zehnder’s 
 

Please make plans to join us.  SnowFest 
is a big event with snow sculptures, live 
entertainment, hot air balloons, 
fireworks – lots to do!  

 

��������� /��0/��0



  

 

 
Past 
Commodore 
Norman T. 
Rogers, Jr. and 
wife Phoebe of 
Hilton Head, SC sends 
greetings to G.P.S.C. 
members. Norm was 
Commodore in 1971. 
They sailed a beautiful 
38’ Zeeland Yawl 
named Seahorse. Prudy 
& Charlie Billiu shared 
a delightful 
Thanksgiving dinner in 
their beautiful Hilton 
Head golf course home. 

 
We had many memories but a couple stood out: 
 
 
The first time we met Seahorse and crew was in Killarney it 
was cool and rainy weather. 
Phoebe and Norm had a covered cockpit area and watched as 
Chuck Riley climbed out of  a 25’ Sailstar boat named 
Prudence. Norm called a greeting and asked if there were any 
more aboard. Sure enough, Prudy popped out with Todd 1 ½ 
yrs, Dana 4 ½ yrs, Dawn 6 yrs, and Muffin our fluffy 

Cockapoo. After talking for awhile, Norm asked if we’d been 
back into Collins Inlet. We hadn’t, they had charts and would 
really like us to lead the way so they wouldn’t hit a rock. Off 
we went anchoring in Mill Lake, stopping at the little town, 
anchoring at Keyhole Island and leaving through Beaverstone 
Bay. 
  
The Riley’s had a 25’ Sailstar sailboat named Prudence with 
one of those small orange Sportyaks that were popular back 
then named ‘The Pill’. We got laughs to see a mom, dad, 3 
little kids and a dog in the Sportyak! They couldn’t have used 
the ‘Pill’. 
 
On a trip down Lake Huron, Norm & Phoebe who had the 
comforts of home aboard their boat with varnish work below 
to die for, offered to make popcorn for us. They popped the 
corn, got out their long, long handle clam net, called to Dawn 
who was on the stick to hold a course of 180 degrees. So 
coming from behind they approached us but Norm had to veer 
off. He called over again not wanting to upset a little girl but 
had to tell Dawn to hold her course. Her dad was getting 
frustrated with her too. Once again Seahorse tried but our 
boats were on a collision course. What is going on!!! You 
guessed it. Their hull was steel and as they approached our 
compass just turned us right into them! The problem was 
corrected when dad took the helm and the boats came slowly 
together with popcorn being successfully passed over in the 
15' clam net. The Firefly crew loved the popcorn!!! 
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Grosse Pointe Sail Club  
up coming Events 

 � � �
� � � ����Winter Adventure January 25, 26 & 27, 2008 

      February  1st. Dry Dock
      

           
DRYA 2008 Winter Sailing Seminars Schedule 

      2008 GPSC Calendar of Events 
� 2008 GPSC Committee Chairs list  
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