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Volunteerism is the willingness of 
people to work on behalf of others 
without the expectation of pay or other 
tangible gain (Wikipedia).  Our club 
relies on volunteers to accomplish 
much of what there is to do from the 
paramount race functions to 

entertainment and everything in between.  The Grosse Pointe 
Sail Club is very fortunate to have our 
committee positions filled with 
members that the club relies upon to 
function.  Many clubs require each 
member to fulfill a number of 
volunteer hours as a condition of 
membership.  We have not seen it 
necessary to take such steps because 
our members have always stepped 
forward.  We all can take pride in that.   
 
Through the year committees will have needs for members to 
participate.  Race will need dock support to start, record and 
finish our races.  Regatta will need support for the entire day 
of the event and the cocktail party the day before.  
Entertainment will look for volunteers to plan, set up and 
clean up our parties.  Some functions require as many as 40 
volunteers or more to achieve what there is for them to do. 
 
If you are asked to participate say yes.  The benefits that 
accrue go beyond the effort.  The benefits go more to the 
volunteer than the club.  What better way to get to know 
members.  I personally guarantee you will have fun doing it. 
 
Andrea Solak is planning a spring party to celebrate the 
“green”.  St. Patrick’s Day and keeping our environment as 
boaters “green” is the theme we can all take something from.  
Don’t miss this one.  It promises to be great fun. 
 
The Commodore’s Ball on January 12th was a memory Lady 
Sheila and I will hold dear.  The evening’s success was in full 
measure the result of the support and help of many.  Com. 
Tom Fraser, Com Frank Ferry, and Coms. Bob and Glory 
Schappe gave much to plan the event.  

 Chris and Sheila Behler, Com. Bill and Elaine Kuester, 
Com. Ken and Gayle Suddick did a great job setting up the 
Crystal Ballroom.  Ken Thelen seemed to carried off every 
detail of the evening so effortlessly.  Com. Mike and 
Maureen Comerford, Com Dennis and Denise Cotter and 
Com Larry and Lynn Haggart made everyone feel welcome.  
Dave MacDonald announced DRYA and club Commodores.  
Com Frank Ferry as master of ceremonies and Rick Langlois 
roasted me in great fashion (lies all lies).  Tom Gibney 
organized the guest Commodores and their Ladies 
expeditiously.  Nancy MacDonald and Amy Thelen assisted 

guests at the receiving table.  
Beth Gibney gave an inspiring 
invocation.  Denise Cotter 
added elegance to the 
invitations with calligraphy.  
Paul D’Angelo, Ted Glynn, 
Ann Eatherly and Kurt Lyons 
ushered guests to their seats.  
Com. Jerry Partridge and Fran 
Partridge hosted an afterglow 

with such great hospitality.  Maureen Comerford, Elaine 
Kuester and Nancy McPherson as well added so much to the 
afterglow.  Lady Sheila and I thank you all so much! 
 
In the last issue I neglected to express my gratitude to Ted 
Williford for his super efforts as our Treasurer.  Thanks Ted.   
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Look for more information in the March 
Anchorline. 

 

On February 27 the Grosse Pointe Sail Club 
will host a Detroit Regional Yacht-racing 
Association seminar “Shorthanded Sailing” 
at the Tompkins Center.   The DRYA has 
scheduled a number of Wednesday seminars.  
Go to TheDRYA@drya.org to learn more. 
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The reports that I have heard about 
the Winter Weekend have all been 
positive and plans are already being 
made for next year’s event.  It will be 
the weekend on Jan. 24, 2009, one 

week before the Super Bowl.  Rear C Kurta gets kudos for all 
of her efforts. 
 

The race committee chaired by Chris Behler has its first 
meeting planned and is off to a strong start.  I wish to thank 
Fred Chapman, Brian Ebner, Peter Bauman, Fred Baer, Tom 
Fraser and Andrew Morlan for their contributions to the race 
efforts.    
 

I read something interesting in the club’s history. At one time 
we had an honorary gunner fire the first cannon signal at the 
start of the racing season.  I hope to have the club name   a 
list of honorary people to start each race.  Your 
recommendations would be appreciated. 
 

Tom Caufield, dock and supply, reported some profit on the 
sales and ideas for building the inventory with some very 
neat items. 
 

Mark Minor is once again managing our EDP program.  We 
would be at a lose if his lists were not so readily available.    
 

Director Steve Liroff; Dr. Steve Liroff, Fleet Surgeon and 
Steve Liroff, Membership Chairman stays very busy with the 
GPSC.  In addition he is chairing the DRYA’s Winter 
Seminar series.  He proves the old adage that if you want to 
get a job done, give the task to a busy person! 
 

Paul Schaap is heading up the power boat group.  He will be 
looking for patrol boats and mark boats.  We will produce 
better information for the mark boats, especially useful for 
those last minute changes when the regulars are not available 
to set the race course. 
 

The Board voted to accept Past Commodore Suddick’s 
recommendation for the purchase of a portable PA system.  
This is being purchased with the monies donated in Ron 
Morketter’s memory.  It is not too late to send a memorial 
contribution to the Treasurer. 
 

The Kuesters with the trawler “Misselaineous” are planning 
two Lake Erie cruises this summer.  The first one has us 
arriving in Cedar Pointe on June 21st and returning in time for 
the Club’s regatta the next weekend.  The second will leave 
on the Saturday of the Port Huron to Mackinac race, spend 
the night at either Grosse Ille or Ford YC and then head for 
Put-in-Bay on Sunday and then unplanned destinations from 
there.  If you can get away during those periods, let’s plan a 
cruise. 
 

Smooth sailing, 
Bill 

 
 

Spring will be here before you 

know it and the 2008 Race 
Committee is always looking for 
help. There are a variety of jobs to 
perform and there are experienced 
club members who can help get you 
started.  While much of the action is 
on the dock, we are also looking for 
on the water help and extra power 
boats for mark set and patrol.  If you 
would be interested in participating 

in race management for the 2008 season please contact Com. 
Tom Fraser, Race Support, or Chris Behler, Race Chair, or 
Fred Chapman, Asst. Race Chair.  
 
The 47th annual 2008 GPSC Tuesday Sundown Series and 
Sunday Fall Series are open to all seaworthy monohull 
sailing yachts.  All races start and finish off Windmill Point 
Marina, located in Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan.   
 
Spring Series: May 27 through July 1 
Summer Series: July 22 through August 26 
Fall Series: September 14 and 21, 2 races on each 
  Sunday 
Ladies Race: August 8 
Frostbite Race: October 8 

 
 

The  I-LYA – New Harbors for GPSC Cruisers 
 
Take a few minutes and let your fingers do the walking on 
the Inter-Lake Yachting Association web site 
………www.i-lya.com 
………..click on “Clubs” tab……………….. 
 
You will find 145 clubs listed, ranging from locations 
Port Huron through Lake St.Clair and down into Lake Erie. 
 
You might discover some interesting places to check out (or 
duck into) on your upcoming summer cruises. 
 
Each member club (of which we are also) is listed with 
supplied details such as telephone #’s, facilities available; 
some are free-bees, some have costs per foot, etc. 
 
This info is easily printed directly from this public site: “no” 
secret passwords required and “no” cost involved. 
 
Check it out – It’s totally affordable – and it may open you 
up to some unique sailing destinations on our Great Lakes 
 
Respectfully submitted, your 2008 I-LYA delegate, Darius 
Hummel 



  

��
�� ��
��!
��
���
….�
��������������

 Elizabeth (Beth) Kurta 
 
Wow!  What a great start to 2008 for 
the Grosse Pointe Sail Club.  Since the 
last Anchorline, we have held our 
Commodore’s Ball, Winter Weekend 
and first Dry Dock.   
 

The Commodore’s Ball was a terrific event.  
Congratulations to Com. D’Angelo and his Lady Sheila for 
creating a night we will all remember fondly.  It was great to 
see so many members as well as visiting commodores in 
attendance.  The food, music and company were just perfect. 
 
Personally, I have two favorite memories from the ball and 
they both involve Com. Deeds.  I have included photos of 
these moments and feel the look on Jay’s face says it all.  
Here’s a man who knows how to have a good time!   
             
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Next on the calendar was the Annual Winter Weekend.  
This year our group headed to Frankenmuth, MI for Snow 
Fest.  Several couples and families came for the whole 
weekend, while several more joined us just for Saturday.  
There was a lot to do and see and eat – I think we all had a 

great time!  There was even a live zebra and camel to see– 
who knew?  
Mark your calendars now for next year’s getaway scheduled 
for January 23 – 25, 2009. 
 

 
A few GPSC members learn how to make Bavarian-style 

pretzels.  As a bonus, we got to keep the hairnets! 
 
Next it was on to the Dry Dock.  Thanks to Glenn Housey 
for another great job in organizing and hosting a terrific 
Euchre party.  16 people attended this Dry Dock and a good 
time was had by all.  Glenn was the big winner, with our 
Commodore taking second place and Paul D’Angelo’s guest, 
Trish, coming in third.  Special thanks to Tom Caulfield for 
putting together nice prize packages of GPSC merchandise. 
 

Now for a couple housekeeping matters… 
 

Al Raquepau has done a tremendous job keeping us all 
informed via electronic communications.  If you are not 
routinely getting emails from the Sail Club, send Al a 
message at araquepau@comcast.net so he can update your 
email information. 
 

I know you have been wondering, “Did anyone ever call Beth 
to volunteer to help videotape the races?  I would call myself, 
but I am certain that she doesn’t need me.”  If this sounds 
like you, I have good news!  Sheila Behler did call to 
volunteer for this important task and I am most grateful.  And 
there is still room for you if you would like to help out, too.  
Just let me know. 
 

Thanks so much to all of you who give so generously of your 
time and talents to the members of the Grosse Pointe Sail 
Club.  We appreciate it! 
 

For Sale – 
QUEST, a 30’ Grampian sloop, owned by RC Bill Kuester 
and family since 1975.  A very special deal can be worked 
with anyone interested a sound project cruising boat. 
 

The club’s coffee pot is missing.  If anyone has ideas as to 
where it may have been left, please call me. 

 
Thanks, 

 Elaine Kuester, Assets Manager 
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Grosse Pointe Sail Club  
up coming Events 
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February 27 the Grosse Pointe Sail Club will host a 
Detroit Regional Yacht-racing Association seminar 
“Shorthanded Sailing” 
March 15 Spring Party “THINK GREEN”  
April 19 th. Commodore Steak Roast. 
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