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COMMODORE 

  BILL KUESTER 
 

Committees have been very busy 

this past month.  Nancy 

McPherson and host John Raguse 

held a regatta planning meeting 

that was well organized and well 

attended.  The Race Committee, 

chaired by Fred Chapman and ably assisted by RC 

Chris Behler, held an organizational meeting.  There 

will be a slight change to the long #1 Tuesday 

course.  The length has been reduced to 6.5 miles 

and the GPSC Canadian “e” Buoy actually is a 

WYC permanent lighted buoy.  This will help in our 

race management by not having to set and retrieve 

that mark each week. 

 

All clubs are experiencing Membership problems.  

We still have some unpaid 2009 members, probably 

an administrative oversight but maybe a sign of the 

times.  We will accept a simple e-mail request for 

resignation.  The by-laws allow future reinstatement 

without initiation fees when a Member resigns in 

good standing. 

 

GPSC continues to be an outstanding Club 

membership value.  Besides joining a great group of 

active boaters, Membership provides access to many 

of the clubs that are members of the Yachting Club 

of America, DRYA and I-RYA , the Grosse Pointe 

Hunt Club and junior sailing programs sponsored by 

other clubs. 

 

GPSC continues to be an outstanding Club 

membership value.  Besides joining a great group of 

active boaters, Membership provides access to many 

of the clubs that are members of the Yachting Club  

of America, DRYA and I-RYA , the Grosse Pointe 

Hunt Club and junior sailing programs sponsored by other 

clubs. 

 

Sheila D’Angelo has accepted the position of 

membership Mentor.  She will be responsible, along 

with a new Member’s sponsor, to guide and 

encourage the Member’s participation in the Club’s 

events and to speed up the involvement process.   

 

Elizabeth Behler is assembling the 2009 Roster.  I 

will miss my self-imposed March 14th deadline but 

hope that you will still consider the publication date 

as timely. 

 

I think that we’ll see the weather break and that 

we’ll soon be getting our boats ready for spring 

launch.  The River Challenge is Sunday May 15th, 

always a fun afternoon and the opportunity to easily 

introduce new sailors to our sport. 

 

Thanks for all you continued support. 

SMOOTH SAILING, Bill 
 

Mark Your Calendars: 
March 14, 2009    March Party.  $25.00 

per person.  Traditional Irish meal and 

great entertainment.   

Call Andrea Solak at 313-821-0776 or 

sandrea101@comcast.net for reservations 

and to volunteer for set up and clean up. 
 

Commodores’ Steak Roast –Flyer Inside  
 

April 26, 2009.  A memorial service for 

Commodore C. Jay Deeds will be conducted at 

the Tompkins Center, Windmill Pointe Park 

Marina.  Times and details to be announced. 
 

mailto:sandrea101@comcast.net


  

VIEW FROM THE VICE 
…. Vice Commodore 

 Elizabeth (Beth) Kurta 

I had the tough task last month of 

telling my sons that Com. C. Jay 
Deeds had passed away.  Even 
though they knew that Jay had been 
ill, this news was met with much 

sadness and many tears.  My boys had spent a lot of 
time with Com. Deeds over the years at various Sail Club 
events.  The three of them were a good combination, 
Jay was a captive audience to their many stories and 
they would fetch snacks for him.  Upon hearing of Jay’s 
death, one of my boys asked “who will we drink with at 
parties now?”  Yes, for years Jay had been sneaking his 
“Dago” red wine to the boys at parties!  No wonder they 
always wanted to come with us…. 
 
As we all know, Jay was many things to many people and 
a lot has been said about his contributions to sailing and 
the GPSC over the past few weeks.  But, did you know 
that his family nickname was Uncle Corny?  Did you 
know of his fondness for Oldsmobile and how he 
lamented at the demise of the brand?  Did he ever tell 
you to never take the payout on a dividend, but to 
always re-invest it?  Did you know that he was the 
drinking buddy of a six and ten year old?   
 
One thing we all know is that he was deeply loved and 
will be deeply missed.  Details are still coming together, 
but mark your calendars for the April 26th celebration of 
the life of this amazing man.  I look forward to hearing 
many more stories and learning more about Jay’s 
incredible life. 
 
I printed this photo after last year’s Commodore’s Ball 
and I hope you will indulge me as I share one of my 
favorite moments with Com. Deeds again. 

 

 
It finally feels like spring may actually arrive and the 
Race Committee is working hard to be ready!  Important 
dates are listed elsewhere in this Anchorline to help you 
in planning for the season.  The schedule for 
volunteering will be at the St. Patrick’s Day party as well 
as the Commodore’s Steak Roast.  If you are interested 
in helping on the dock, go ahead and sign up for an 
evening of fun!  As a reminder, we still need to fill the 
following positions – Race Records, Race Committee 
Support and Protest.  If you are interested in any of 
these positions or would just like to be a part of the 
committee, please contact Fred Chapman or myself and 
we will be glad to put you to work!   

 
Have a wonderful month!  Yours in Service – Beth 
 

Spring will be here before you know it and the 2009 
Race Committee is always looking for help. There 
are a variety of jobs to perform and there are 
experienced club members who can help get you 
started.  While much of the action is on the dock, 
we are also looking for on the water help and extra 
power boats for mark set and patrol.  If you would 
be interested in participating in race management 
for the 2009 season please contact Pat Clark, Race 
Support, or Fred Chapman, Race Chair, or VC Beth 
Kurta.  
 
The 48th annual 2009 GPSC Tuesday Sundown 
Series and Sunday Fall Series are open to all 
seaworthy monohull sailing yachts.  All races start 
and finish off Windmill Point Marina, located in 
Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan.   
 
River Challenge May 17 
Spring Series: May 26 through June 30 
Summer Series: July 7 through August 25 
Fall Series:  TBD 
Ladies Race:  August 7 
Frostbite Race: October 11 

 
BOAT AVAILABLE 

The boat is a 78 Catalina 25. It is in very good 
shape. I have the survey from summer of 2007 
of anyone is interested. It has 1 main and 2 jib 
sails and a good Yamaha outboard motor. I 
store it at Edison Boat Club in the winter where 
it sits now under shrink wrap. 
 

Contact Ann Eartherly if you are interested.



  

 

VIEW FROM THE REAR
          . . . . Rear Commodore 

Chris Behler  
 

The various committees have 

swung into action as we get 

closer to the sailing and racing 

season.  Nancy McPherson, 

Regatta Chair, and her co-chair 

John Raguse hosted the first 

Regatta Race meeting.  Nancy 

professes not to know much 

about the racing part but she 

sure has the organizational part 

down.  To fill in some of the racing knowledge she and 

John attended the DRYA Regatta Manager seminar and 

also stayed for the hot stove meeting.  The racing lingo 

created a bit of fog in the air but she is getting tuned in 

pretty quickly and she has been asking good questions... 

and hopefully getting good answers.   

 

The recent dry dock put on by Prudy and Charlie Billiu 

went off well and was well attended.  I'm not sure if it 

was the wine, food, cards or the travelogs but there was 

something for everyone and a good time was had by all.  

I believe that the dry dock even turned a bit of profit... 

good job Prudy and Charlie! 

 

In the February Anchorline we posted our electronic 

Communicator, Bill Harbert, email address... which 

promptly changed after we went to press.  The new 

address for Bill is Wharb27@comcast.com. Again, keep 

him posted on any changes to your email address so you 

can stay up to date on events. 

 

Speaking of up to date, 'not', the GPSC website needed 

some updating and repair of broken links.  I've been 

giving it a tune-up so take a look at it and send 

suggestions to GPSC.Webmaster@GMail.com.  Keep in 

mind that it is a work in progress and some sections still 

have some broken links to sites that no longer exist... but 

I'm working on it.  If you are interested in the club’s 

history, go to the “About” page and midway down are 

links to the two history documents.  They are big files so 

be patient.   Save them to your computer so next time 

you want to read them... you have them locally.  The 

member section can be accessed now by clicking on the 

“Grosse Pointe, Michigan” text up at the top of the web 

page.  I'm still working on getting the security login 

working... hopefully it will be active soon. 

 

I've had a bit of free time lately and considering that this 

is a busy time of year for the club... it has worked out 

well for getting things done.  Regatta and Race get pretty 

intense about now and the meetings plus support from 

the many volunteers has kept the schedule on track.  It 

looks like we will have another great year of GPSC 

racing.  Hmmm... that reminds me... at the Regatta/Hot 

Stove meeting, GPSC had 6 representatives at a meeting 

of maybe 25 people, DRYA staff included.  We are a 

VERY active club and I don't think there are any clubs in 

DRYA that do more to support racing and sailing in the 

area.  We have some very knowledgeable and active 

members... and it is often on display whenever I go to 

the various meetings.  Did I mention that I am proud to 

represent and serve GPSC?  We all belong to a VERY 

class act. 

 

It appears that the Wireless network project for the Park 

and Marina will be going forward.  We delivered the 

wireless router to the city technician and they are 

apparently going to add repeaters so that the whole park 

and marina should have decent coverage.  This is a very 

forward thinking project that the city is planning.  If this 

is something that you are excited about... let Terry 

Soloman know that you appreciate their efforts. 

 

Jay Deeds will be missed.  He was talked about a bit at 

the Hot Stove meeting.  There are a lot of stories and I'm 

sure that the topic will be coming up often for a while.  

Maybe you never die if you are always on someone’s 

mind. I was talking to Terry Solomon at her park office 

the other day and she reminisced about Jay building the 

cabinets for our GPSC office on the Tompkins main 

meeting room floor.  She mentioned that Jay built 

'Cussed Cabinets' like no one else could. 

 

The Rear Commodore team: 

 Assets Manager – Elaine Kuester 

 Awards – Kurt Lyons  

 Dry Dock, Prudy and Charlie Billiu  

 Photographer - Position is still open (it's fun...) 

 Club History - PC Ken Suddick 

 Charter and Bylaws - PC Jerry Partridge  

 Regatta  Chair – Nancy McPherson 

 Regatta Co-Chair – John Raguse  

 Electronic Communicator (and Associate 

Curmudgeon) – William Harbert 

  

- Chris

 

 

mailto:Wharb27@comcast.com
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THOSE COMMODORE 

CHEFS ARE AT IT AGAIN! 
 

And they cordially invite you to 

attend their annual Commodores' 

Steak Roast 
  

SATURDAY, APRIL 25, 2009 

1830 (6:30 PM) 

TOMPKINS CENTER 
 

Dinner is a choice of grilled-to-

perfection Steak or Chicken Breast, 

accompanied by salad, vegetables, 

potatoes, dessert, beer, wine and setups. 

Celebration DJ will provide music 
 

Remember to bring your own table service! 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Reservations due by April 15
th
 (or you may be eating chicken instead of steak) 

Make check to: Grosse Pointe Sail Club 

Mail to Com. Peter D’Angelo, 1265 Nottingham Rd., Grosse Pointe Park, MI 48230 

 

Name ____________________________________ 

 

Chicken Breasts      ____ @ $20.00 _______ 

 

Steaks               ____ @ $22.00 _______ 

 

Total Amount Enclosed $_________ 



  

     
     


